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HE detatched Essays which compose these «mall 


volumes, are the least trivial "of Mr. Prinsey's pub. | 
_ Feations. They were written at different 


So many of the predittions they contain have been 
Since verified, and 50 much remains at issue, that the 
writer ventures to infer, there may still be found in 
them some remarks worthy of attention, from-those who 
with him consider the British interests of Ania as of 
the higbest importance to the ;" be bas therefore 
. bound up a few copies for circulation amongot bit 
| particular friends, and to justify the precumption ef WW 
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. The Esx0y entitled Bengal Sugar, the second article 
of the.econd volume, was copied verbatim from a letter 
on that aubjecꝭ, written by a Free Merchant of dis- 


tinguished abilities, to the Marquis Cornwallis, whilst 


Governor General of India. The acuteness of aber 
vation, and perspicuity of detail and reasoning, which . 


it exhibits, are such sufficient indications of the per ton 
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1 HE whole of this 222. 

for the preſa in the month of February laſt; under 
a general belief that Government had given it 
to be underſtood, that the duties and drawback 
———ů—ů— ſhould be put upon 
_ equal en iche oo ndi 


cgi now, 1 appears * che W fs 
not yet poſitively determined upon; the reaſon- 
ing, therefore, muſt be taken as founded on a 
b. inſtead of an eſtabliſhed fact. 


While this pamphlet v was he compo- ; 
ſitor's hands the writer has been favoured with 


the peruſal of a General View of India Af. 
fairs, publiſhed by a Gentleman in office under 
the Board of Control; in which appear many 
ſtatements correſpondent with ſome of thoſe 
herein produced, and which ſtrongly corrobo- 
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From a haſty peruſal of the book, acct 
occurs to induce the writer of the Short Review 


to alter his reſult of the India imports for the 


five To comprehended in his ſtatement. It is 
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The two profit 400 loſs accounts (F and 
00 of the Company's import commerce, are 
contraſted, to ſhew the writer's impartiality, 
who truſts he is influenced by no party mY 
private motives whatever, and in order to 
juſtify the remark (p. 20 of his ſhort re- 
view), that the trade would probably become 
more beneficial under the preſent improved 
a e than it has been heretofore. : 

Tue writer has already explained his 
| reaſons for having changed his ſentiment, at 
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wiſely determined *, 
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of life, imported from the Eaſt, upon 
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is cooled in pots; and refined, by paſſing the liquid 
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ures it in the fame proportion for the European mar- 
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tages already mentioned, concur to recom- 
mend a preference of Bengal i in the encou- 
ragement now at laſt intended to be given" 
to Eaſt India ſugar. The territory pro- 
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" TENDENCY OF AN ENCOURAGEMENT. OP 

5 a THE SUGAR TRADE FROM FAST INDIA, 
To COMPEL THE THROWING OPEN THE | 

uy TRADE ALTOGETHER. ADVANTAGES 

10 BE EXPECTED FROM THAT MEA> 
UnS. | 
FEE relative ſituation of the Company MW © 
* 8 1 at this criſis with the kingdom at 
wil, it is hoped, juſtify this 


4 'We left the growing reſources of B 
(tor from theſe only of our India poſſeſ 
ſions, have we any reſources adequate to | 
1 our eſtabliſhments) i in a train 3 


Fe 1 Abe, and | are fill locked 
up by the narrow influence of an excluſive 
privilege, and what an extent of Britiſh 
A navigation would have been now employed, 
had the trade been laid open, every liberal 
mind will regret, that the apparent necelñty q 
of its continuance has ſo long ſanction fed 
„„ thisexcluſive charter of the Eaſt India Com- 
* pany. Till of late no opportunities have | 
| | occurred of fairly inveſtigating the queſtion; 
þut it is. hoped and expected, that the 
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company itſelf, who by this 
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in the outſet, to thoſe who availed them- 
ſelves of this licence, yet it will ſ oon appear, 


that individuals will find means of employ- 
orate . 


ing it to more advantage, than the © r 
body can, or have done, ſince the year. 
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I 1267. The acute induſtry of people, where 


ir. on intereſt is at ſtake, will always | 
gc beyond. the official zeal and activity of the . 


moſt faithful ſervant of another, eſ peciall * 
of a A body, conſtituted like our. Eaſt 
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amounts to too wage a ſum *to be haſtily 
abandoned. In the preſent ſtate of their 
affalrs, it may be highly inexpedient to do 
fi. If the permiſſion is to be continued, 
through the Company, burthened as it is 
with this duty, with high freight, and annum 

mous fees of office, time will ſanctio 4 
As a right, which at firſt was an indulgence ;' * 
and the legiſlature will at length perceive. 
the hardſhip impoſed upon a great part c 

his majeſty ; Jubjetts f, in favour” of 4 2 
ſmaller number. as 
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nome ſugar and gruff, if that trade ſucceeds 
to our wiſhes, will be found to itereale. 
Let us then cheriſh the pleaſing hope, that” 
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F _ * contribu | his ideas for. the improvement of 
= the miniſter's plan for producing theſe na- 
tional. benefits now ſaid to be under deli- 

1 xeration ;_ and let us candidly. and cordially 
= - - aff, to give it full credit and effect. In this 
eee ee 
ns, now ſubmitted to the r reader, 


3 an of a a | Smith baniſh 
| all narrow, ſelfith principles; but let the phi- | 
bebe jo trade remember, that he is a 
Britiſh merchant. It may undoubtedly be 
n 1 ut to eontinue the whole excluſive 

Hr ſome years longer; but this is 
N the moment, for giving its com- 
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poly, or ified by the incap of any 
exiſting company, to furniſh the funds for 


collecting them, | The reſources. of a great ; 5 5 


ance, when neceſſary for extending th * 
ſpeculations, are infinitely fewer in number, 
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ſions of the goods packed in Bengal; and 
that foreigners were, and are, able to ſend 


their commiſſions, with. ſafety from 
year to eth marks. 
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private adventurers to India, who have nO 
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large, if the excluſive charter ſhould n 
abruptly taken from the Eaſt India Com- 
pany. To pave the road for both ſeems 
therefore to be the cena buſineſs, 


1 appears, then, that thigh are other n 
objections to the total abolition of the Com- 
pany, beſides that of the neceſſity of provid- 
ing for a ſafe remittance of a TO reve- 
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n iber head, hs writer of theſe obſer- i 
vations humbly preſumes that it would 
be even practicable, at this moment, to de- 
pend upon ſecure and certain means o 
realizing them, without leaving the ex. 
cluſive trade from India any longer in 0 
the hands of the Company. The recep» 
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which, though very litle notice hae been 
taken of it by our writers, ſeems” to have 
been the firſt ſugar colony we ever had, 
and to have _—_ by degrees to more im- 


proper to proſerve' in-remembrance, as this 
country was ceded to the Duteh by che | 
treaty of Breda. It may however be pro- 
ut notiee, in ſupport of what has | 

18; chr u appeal a, a e ve be- 
nue * was given! up, to bare had xty 


e there great quanti- j 
ties of ſugar, ginger, indigo, and cotton; 
and by allnwing' all nations to live and trade 


were whites, who 


* g, without any civil. religious, or- 


'r4ftraint,” employed about to 
hundred fall of ſhips, amounting in the 
hole to upwards of fifteen thouſand tons. 
But though ws country was given up, it 

16 ated that the” people ſhould have 


/ 


b 
brought hither from Brazil; and this in the 
very ſhort ſpace of ten years ſo changed their 
affairs, that the planters, from being poor, 


grew to great opulence, and, either import- 


ing or purchaſing great numbers of negroes 
from Africa, extended their plantations, not 
more to their own emolument than to that 
of their mother: country; and it was owing 


to the ſudden and ſurpriſing fortunes they 


made, that the value of the ſugar- trade came 
to be underfiood, and cheriſhed as one of 
the moſt beneficial in which the Engliſh 
had ever engaged; in conſequence of 
which, ſeveral of the moſt eminent planters 


were by king Charles the Second created 
baronets, that it might appear the temple of 


honour was open to thoſe who added to the 
ſtrength of the nation by improving the 


arts of peace, as well as ſuch who ſignalized 


themſelves in ber defence | in a time 2 
war. 1 8 | we los | | Es 0 
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Barbadoes, introduced the manufacture of 
ſugar likewiſe into chem, and Jamaica 
deing added to our dominions, produced a a 
22 entation of ſugar territory; ſo 
during the, latter moiety. of the laſt 
| century, we. greatly exceeded all the other 


nations who had hitherto dealt in this com- 


modity; and no new, formidable rivals as 


yet appearing, we carried it on with ſuch 
advantage, as to export great quantities of 
ſugar even into thoſe countries from which 


we had imported this commodity heretofore, 


- particularly into the Levant, where, by 


felling our ſugars cheaper than they could 


make them, all the plantations formerly ſet- 


tled i in the Turkiſh dominions gradually, de- 
dined, and, except in Egypt, at laſt wore out. 
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Bur, in bee of our ae 
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into theſe parts of the world, as will appear 


take every method of promoting 
having only a certain extent; the commodity 
was in danger of becoming a drug if this 


edient had not been found to keep up 


its price: ' this however clearly ſhews what 
a mighty change was made in our cireum- 
ſtances in reſpe& to ne — 
of commerce. 


The French came ſomewhiat later than we 


even from their own writers, and were not 


fo early in making ſugars, though they 


found the canes actually growing in the 
iſland of Martinico ; nor did they make 
any gteat progreſs for many years after they 
began to plant ſugar, notwithſtanding they 
had the aſſiſtance of many of the Dutch, 
who dn ahn in. their iſlands after the 
* 2 - 'Portugueze 


"ms" 
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Pottugueze drove them out of Brazil. 1 


Vas owing to à great variety of cauſes, but 
more eſpecially to'moſt of their iſlands re. 


maining a long time in private property, 
being transferred from one proprietor to 
another; their deſire of graſping more iſlands 
than they could occupy, their depending 
too much upon a military force, and their 
not having a ſufficient number of negroes. | 
Many of theſe errors were corrected in 
time; but then they had new difficulties to 
ſtruggle with ; ſo that after all, though they 


did proceed but ſlowly, and made little or 
no ſigure in the ſugar- trade till after the con- 
cduſion of the treaty of Ryſwick, when che 


nature and conſequences of commerce began 
to be thoroughly utiderſtood, and vi igorouſſy 


ptoſecuted under the auſpiee of Colbert, 


who wiſely" conſidered” the acquiſition of 
tra e * a more ſold founda ion for power 
he tion of dap who 
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was very careful in drawing his lights from 
the maſt experienced merchants, not - only. in 
F range, but in all other. countries in Europe, 
awhich he again farther improved, by ſubmitting - 
all the informations they l. gave 16 je ls 1 
ticians, 
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The e of part of Hiſpaniola was 
another very great, though not an immedi- 
ate advantage to the French; for they ac- 
quired it gradual ly, and not without conſi- 
derable reſiſtance, which, as it hindered them 
from planting, ſo it prevented, at leaſt in a 
great meaſure, the apprehenſions that other- 
wiſe would have ariſen. from ſo great a con- 
queſt. After they had effectually fixed 
themſelves. there, they quitted their 5 ſugar 
Plantations in the iſland of Tortuga, which 
had ſucceeded very well, but appeared in- 


n from St. Domingo, to which the in- 
4 i - habitants 


ſignificant in. compariſon of what was e- 


| habitants removed. Abe on account 
of the ſucceſſion 70. ee ene 
men ; but at the ſame time * was: benefi- 
cal to . nother point of view, as it 
delivered them from any further diſputes 
with the Spaniards; and though we were 


TT already zealous of | the progreſs of their ſu- 


gar colonies, yet we were ſo much occupied 
by the war in Europe, and the efforts we 
hat, th they did ſuffer, yet ſtil 
'they ſuffered much leſs than otherwiſe they 
if we had been more atten- 


t have done 


tive to our intereſts, and to the favourable 


portunity we then had of effectually pre- 
enting them from becoming, as they have 
ings been, our moſt formidable rivals. By 
the treaty of Virecht; indeed, we acquired 
| the ceſſon of thoſe quarterswhich they pet 
Keen in the iſland of St Chuif 


i 75 | [ 119 1 | 
the French planters removed from thence 
into their other iſlands; and, as they did not 
_ want land, this ceſſion of their part of St. 
Chriſtopher's was no diſadvantage to them, 
though it has certainly n, a * conſi- 
derable benefit t to . 


From the concluſion of the peace of 
Utrecht, they have been much more atten- 
tive to their intereſts in this particular, have 


thriven accordingly, and have had many 
other incidental advantages. Their iſlands 
were full of people when they began to ſet 
in earneſt about their ſugar plantations. 
Their government has been very attentive 
to their intereſts, more eſpecially i in point of 
duties, which, notwithſtanding all the exi- 
gencies of their tate, have ever continued 
low, which. has been-a great encourage merit 
to their planters. Beſides this, many wiſe 


Ne have been wade in reſpe& to 
1 1 £2 ſending, 
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. S e wall as black; and 
| great encouragements have been given, not 
only for the ſupport of their induſtry, but 
alſo for ſupplying them with negroes. But 
poſſibly with all theſe advantages they never 
could have carried their improvements ſo 
high, if it had not been for the aſſiſtance 
given them by the inhabitants of our north- 
ern colonies, in taking off their rum and 
melaſes, which was a benefit their own go- 
vernment could not give them, and a detri- 
ment to us, which, though early diſcerned, 
and loudly Wee of, never end 8 
unn. redreſſed. | 
= . Dutch ee ls Ints America with 
an armed force, and with a ſtrong fleet 
attacked Brazil, being in the hands of the 
e. who were at that time maſters of 
Portug made a great impreſſion there in 
. which . Proſecuted with fuck 
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effect, that they became maſters of ſix of the 
fourteen captainſhips into which that coun- 
try is divided; which they held about thirty 
years, and in which they made amually 


about rwenty foe thouſand chefts of . 


"Afar he Pam 1 Sa off the 2 
Spaniſh yoke, they endeavoured to expel the | 
Dutch from Brazil, which, at length, in con- 

ſequence of the long war the republic had 
with the Engliſh, they accompliſhed 3 
though the ceſſion was not made till the 
year 1661, when, amongſt other advan- | 
tageous articles, the ſtates obtained the ſum 
of eight millions of florins, which they 
condeſcended to take in ſugar, and other 
merchandiſe, under the title of an equĩiva- 
lent. In the firſt Dutch war in the reign 
of Charles the Second, they took from us 
| the country of Surinam, which was ceded 
= to them i in exchan ge for New York, by the 


treaty - 


22 ] 
bea of Breda in 1667; and that ceſſion 


ed by the treaty of Weſtminſter in 
1674, during which period, and for ſome 


time” after, that is, till the French king ſup- | 


preſſed his Weſt. India Company, the Dutch 
availed themſelves of moſt of the ſugars 
made in the French iſlands, in which com- 
merce they are ſaid to have employed an 
hundred ſail of ſhips. To their colony of 
Surinam they have now added Brebecie, 
and Iſaquepe, upon the ſame continent ; 
and though the whole of this country is very 
munſty and umwholeſome, yet they are thought 10 
mate 4 quantity of ſugar there, not much 
* inferior to what they brought fron Brawl 
while it e 1765 their PIER 


Beſides chat colonies which are on the 
continent of South 1 3 have 
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infgnificant in the hands of a6 abe. 
very advantageous z for being a kind of free 
ports, to which the ſhips of all the European 
nations reſort, they avail themſelves in time 
of peace by a ſmuggling trade to a very 
large amount, and in-time of war they are 
ſtill greater gainers hy a contraband com- 
merce. The vaſt magazines of all kinds of 
European and Eaft India goods which they 
have conſtantly well ſupplied in theſe. iſles, 
and the conveniences they afford to the ſhips 
of all nations that reſort to them for the ſake | 
of trading with each other for commodities, 
and in a manner not permitted any where 
elſe, brings them at all times a great reſort of 
veſſels; by which the Dutch inhabitants are 
yaſtly-enriched; and by keeping their duties 
low, and taking the advantage of all ſorts of 
trade, they ſend home very — | 
returns Sana 1g! 11191034 {ih a ene 


\ 


21 en 


11 


T 124 ] 


But beſides all this, they "RT 4 
drawn, and ſtill continue to draw, immenſe 
— from their art in refining ſugar, 
particularly at Amſterdam, to which port 

© brought amazing quantities formerly, 
not only from Barbary, Portugal, and | 
Madeira, but alſo . . Levant and 2 
Egypt, as they ftill do from their own colo- 
n _—_ af tg I unn. 


8 in the Eaſt Indies, ee 
"bp in Java, where they make vaſt quantities. 
© "Theſe refined ſugars, by means of the great 
-xivers in Germany, the Weſer, the Elbe, the 
Rhine, the Mein, and the Moſelle, they 
Vvend through all that extenſive and populous 
Country, and exchange them for various 
kinds 5 raw commodities, which are after- 


aCtured in their own provinces ; 


4 chus by their perpetual attention to the 
Wants of all their neighbours, their dexterity 


in 
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— of their navigation, they are much 
greater, and alſo much ſurer, as well as more 
conſtant gainers by ſugar than is generally 
imagined, or, if this matter was more & ny 
COT Would be nee credited, 


The Danes have been long i in poſſeſſion 
of St. Thomas, an iſle that lies the moſt to 


the welt of any of thoſe that are ſtyled the E 


Virgins. | It is, in truth, little more than a 


very high mountain, with a narrow kirt of 
flat ground round it, not quite twenty miles 


in circumference, but with a tolerable good 


port ; and chat, when once entered, ſafe and 
commodious. "The uſe they formerly made 
of this iſland, was much the fame that the 
Dutch ſtill make of St. Euſtatia and Cura- 
cao; chat i is, they admitted ſhips of all na- 
n and took. no exceptions at any | kind WE; 


trade. 


in We __— wants' to "their own adran- 


— 


t ws} 


* nnn PRE) the 


Dutch; or rather, the Dutch carried on i 
R 


+. of £8 


: ene een i 
J means left the odium of ſuch practices upon 1 
the Danes, and drew the profit ariſing from Wi 

| thence to themſelves. But things are now r 
| quite altered. When the French quitted ti 
Santa Cruz, which lies. five leagues, from ar 
St. Thomas, the Danes entered i into poſſeſſion Sa 
of that iſland; which is much mote conſider- i a 
able in extent, being thirty: miles lorig, and Ple 
nine of ten broad; and though there are ſub 
minences, yet there - are no mountains. be 
| Upon thoſe riſing grounds they have abun⸗ and 


1 dance of different ſorts of ſine timber; but 
BE the water is bad, and the air unwholeſome: 
2 theſe iſlands wete in poſſeſſion of the 


n wen India a Company till very lately, 
maze ty, having 


| bought 
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bought -uþ their actions, diſſolved that coms 


that could be deviſed a = ber, 
nn of theſe. Galt dls 
conſaqumance of this, the dds of chaten 


mountain in the before - mentioned ſmall 


ile of St. 1 mas are at this time ſo tho- 
roughly cultivated, that it yields between 
two and three thouſand hogſheads of ſugar 
annually ; and this laſt-mentioned iſland of 

ta Cruz, under all its diſadvantages, is in | 
a very fair. way of being alſo; very com- 
pletely, planted, though chiefly by Britiſh 
ſubjects; and by this means Denmark will 
de fully ſupplied. with, ſugar for the future, 


and will alſo have n to en for "ons | 
markets. 


he I 
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palled.. We may beine ind any great 
the cauſes that have pro- 


duced thoſe alterations. It will from hence 
Ip; that it is not-the bare power of cul- 
ing the canes, which it very pratiicable 
— Europe, and it has been 
"ſhewn' that they grow naturally in the three 
ther parts of che globe, nor yet the {kill 'of 
it, which will preſerve this 
& to any one nation. From 'thence i it 
re, that the hopes of monopolizing 
r, and, in conſequence of this, ſelling it 
an advanced price, is a mere commercial 
by” the very attempting of which 
e Luv d e it N to ſome 


Likely, fix it demi l in che hands of the 
inhabitants of Holland, who owe their ſuc- 
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nk. Ms Niger more Prion of 
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out and illuſtrate the ; 
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do Great Britain, and there by amply 
5 the protection they receive from, and at the 
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and in _ inflances fatal to bath. 
201 17 3 Nene - THO 10 33 7 uſd 
oy The inhabitints of ü Abbas e American 

iſlands which, rr 
dity, or rather manufacture, are den 
nated the ſugar-· colonies, are ene e, 
whites and blacks, or, in other words, uf 
from the kill and induftry of the former, 
ſupported by the painful and indefatigable 
_ wi the . that niet; ae _ 
immenſe value, ee in thoſe countries, 
and exported to different parts of the world. 
It is the cheapneſs of the labour of theſe 
poor people, who likewiſe procure from 
_ thence the greateſt part of their own ſub- 
ſiſtence, that thoſe cofily and extenfrve works, 
_ which are neceſſary in a ſugar plantation, are : 
Ferrer as FW as all the other neceſſaries 
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Extratt:'of a'Letter written in 1 790: : acta 
* by the frequent” Application i'of the 
Manchefter and Glaſgow Manufaurers ta 
- inbladd certain Ręſtrictiont and Limiations * 
10 abe e Sie Fi- Goods, a in- 
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Winncun * total A 
bag of all public ſpirit, and of 


every liberal. principle, it is impoſſible to 


avoid ack nowledging and applauding the 4 


indefatigable, perſevering induſtry with 


which the manufacturers of Great Britain Z 
are re ae e to ne excel the cotton. 


ment of labour obtains by their de! 5 
machi ines, and the improvements of the 
N K 3 55 loom 
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looms at Mancheſter and Glaſgow, have in- 
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of Calcutta | in 1757: e bas 10 aft 


2 "Bar 1 has! not © therefore W chat 


they have/fold here at proportionably lower 
Prices. The audtion-rates have been, and 
alvitys- will- be, 3 roving 
the demand and * * ec 
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79— My countrymen have, no 5 doubt, 41 
ready informed themſelves of the medium 
rates at which every article has ſold which 
they mean to imitate. Its coſt was immate- 
Hal to them, ſo long as the commodity was 


| . certainly” to be brought to Joe and fold 


here to ine higheſt bidder. 


if 4'Britiſh weaver can bring wann 


e upon equal of lower terms, and 
retain a living profit by as his end is 
an pie . eds K 45 anſwered, 
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hs 


 luQuation, he will carcfully 
have, been -the'higheſt, and what the loweſt 
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mſwered, and the ſtate —_ beneſit.of 
his Kill and induſtry. ATI LS 1¹ Site 40.30 


10 But as theſe rates are ar \Fop@pnt 


rates in 4 certain period; and eſtimate 
thereby whether he "May expect 0 ſabſiſt : 


for a length of time upon. the Probable me- 
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RT The V. material il be 
y ſupplied for e future, and im * 


provements continue to. be. i En ap- 


plying i it to the beſt advant; 
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India; Becauſe "the" revenues of that 


ab Yeats ago for private e Tat ”" r 
which it is fan gulnely aſſerted, chat 
weavers are entitled 1 7 more than'a fair oppor- 
tunity\ of entering into competition with bel. f 


remitted bither in pr pe 2 ad off prov- 
ing a "Hem, are, on the contrary, a ferious 
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in price, a ſcarcity will enſue; for the wen- 


vers muſt leave off when they can no longer 


ſubſiſt by their profeſſion ; and the ſpinners, 
who generally cultivate no more of the cot» 
plat, and. ſow grain wo een in its 
nar nn 
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+ | -Houldbefufferedtoexift, themanufactu ir 
* of the mother - country ought to have the 
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. cede entirely to his opinion, that there 
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A ferving how very rapid the decay of ſhips built of 
European timber is in the Eaſt Indies, and, on the 
. contrary, how durable the ſhips are that are built of 

e the wood of that country, namely, the Teek, which 
e may not improperly be called the Indian Oak. The 


* number of ſhips of war that were ruined in thoſe ſeas 


during the late war (1757 to 1762), may be admitted 
as a proof of the former remark 3 and the great age 


« of the ſhips built in India, may ſerve to prove the lat- 
ter. What I mean to infer from this for your Lord- 
« thip's uſe, is, that ſhips of war, under third rates, 


« may be conftructed in India, and with moderate repairs 


* laſt for ages; whereas a ſhip of European conſtruc- 


tion can remain there but a few years: to which 
Bo diſadvantage may be added that of loſing in the mean 
time the ſervices of the ſhips that are ſent to relieve 
8 the worn-out ones. e oans Gl 
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murs among the oroptivions of n dock- 
yards, the ſhips now employed for the freight 


ſervice may be engaged by Government, 
upon contract with the preſent ſhips own- 
ers, for as long a period as*they continue 
fit for ſervice *. 


Several of the ſhips laſt conſtructed for the 
China trade, are of equal bulk to the largeſt 


of thoſe which would now be required. 


Others, to anſwer the purpoſe of frigates, | 


and drawing leſs water, may be adapted to 
the Bengal ſervice; while the largeſt and 


greater number are taken * in the China 


It is. propoſed to divide the number f 


« and the neighbou ring foreſts pine maſts : nothing is 


wanting to bring all theſe into uſe, but a fit opportunity 


« and proper encouragement. "—20th Auguſt, 1778. 
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ſhips, when complete, into three fleets 1 
equal force. | 


One of theſe to be returning when ancther 


is going gut. 


The third, as at be to lay by for 


repair, and nen of the men belong- 


| wg to it. 


Each feet. ſhould carry. out the firſt 
voyage, beſides the merchandiſe exported, 
a. complete war- equipment for itſelf; and 
| alſo a proper quantity of ſurplus maritime 
Kors, for making a depdt-at each of the 


three ſettlements of Bengal, Bombay, and 
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5 in all the tranſport ſervice of Govern ernment 
= and the Company; ſuch as carrying money, 
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a war, the whole, or as many as are wanted. 
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to another cotton from Surat to China, &c. 
and the remainder form a ſquadron for pro- 
tection of the whole, until the ſeaſon for 
taking in returning cargoes; leaving no 
ſhip at any one port longer than is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary; ſince experience has ſhewn, 


that ſailors are inſinitely more healthy at 
ſea than on ſhore, in hot climates. 


When there ſhall be no apprehenſion of 


may be laden back for Europe, and the 
remainder, if any not freighted, accompany. 
them as convoy, or remain as a fleet of war 
till the next year. | 1 | 


| Thoſe that ſhall be laden, are to be pre- 
riouſly ſtripped of their war equipage, and 
reduced to the ſtate of merchantmen, and 

the ſtores carefully laid by in the arſenal of 


the port where they are freighted for : 
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Our communication with India is now ſo 
expeditious, that intelligence of an appre- 
hended rupture with any great naval power 
would always reach our ſettlements there in 
time to detain as many of the homeward- 
| bound ſhips as would be more than compe- 
tent to reſiſt any force that would then be 
found eaſt of the Cape of Good Hope; and 
"the addition of one or two ſecond or third 
rates to the annual fleet, outward bound, 
eee to any naval force that 
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el on their junction with what remain- 


= ed of the former year, the whole would form 


a naval ſtrength equal to the deſtruction of 


; 3 8 - every European ſettlement, and all their ſhip 
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which all commodities and bullion ſhould 
alone be exported, or brought home, at a 


fair price by the ton, ſugar and bulky gruff 
articles alone excepted ;' for the tranſport of 


which other ſhips, conſtructed for the purpoſe 
by individuals, and- failing at a lower rate of 


freight, may be lioenſed As wanted in any 
number. „„ 
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eſtabliſh a whale fiſhery in the Mozambique 
channel, for ſupplying the Eaſt Indies with 
oil: but the excluſive Privilege has hitherto 
been a bar to the ungertaking of * 285 
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other articles of produce as the Company do 


not at preſent trade in, there is not a doubt 
but an extenſive Et of this kind © 
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By continuing 1 the Pay and bounty now 

of given by the India Company, a ſufficient 

number, of able ſeamen may perhaps be in- 

| duced to regiſter themſelves for this ſeryice, 

ed, . attached to particular ſhips; ; and by exempt- 

at- ing them from being preſſed, and allowing 

the them tg to remain on ſhore at home every third 

m- year, a. conſtant ſupply would be ſecured 

cir WY when each India fleet ſhould be wanted for 
Wy arne in its turp. 
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every kind, which were landed at the 
iſlands and at Pondicherry, and afterwards 
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NERAL VIEW. or THB AFFAIRS or THE 
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manner to affect the ſtatements and conclu- 
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Tur INV5IA ne 


4 


SY 


5 2 


| The a plies for which . 
eee plainly and ex- 
plicitly profeſſed in both of them. 


. - 
13 5 * FAYE 7 R 5. EE 45 5 R ; 1 Fa | 4 
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| The MER 3 4 A 
with any degree of precißon, the valtic of 
the Company's commerce (at that time de- 
ficient), have bers ſimce applied; the atten- 
tion of Government has been p artie\ Harly 
attracted to this branch of the India ſyſtem; 
Wage „tuen cli and perſpicuous 


. ſtatements Which are now MENT FIT» in the 


_ General View of it, is at length enabled to 
judge for itſelf both 'of "the territorial ac- 
quiſitions, and of each different branch of 

mme exclulive trade with India, from docu- 

ments the moſt authentic and ſatisfactory. 

Whatever inaccuracies may have been 

0 diſcovered in the accounts ſtated in the 

: ore new, from the want of materials 
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the India miniſter had been led, by the pa- | 
| pers, laid before him for inducing his ſup- 
Port of the Directors in their application to 


Hon 2 enlarge the Company 8 capital ſtock, 
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und attention; and however ill qualified the 
writer may have been to underſtand and 
digeſt thoſe public ſtatements from hives 
his concluſions were drawn ; yet it no 
where appears that he has been materially 
wrong in the general arguments deduced 
from what he had before him; nor, it is 
preſumed, do the corrected facts ſtated by 


eee. 


Mr. Anderſon, from fuller information 


| upon che ſubject ſince obtained by him, 


carry on the face of them any complete re- 
futation of thoſe concluſi ions. 
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The fire years ſtatement produced i in 
the Short Review was made from the im- 
ports ſhipped. from India and China be- 
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Government far. intereſt on the loan of 
4,200, ooo l. it ſhould ſeem, having nothing 
whatever to do with either import or expart 
trades, though it has been intraduced in ad- 
dition to the ſuppoſed praßts made upon 
them. Tbe proper place for this article 
appears rather to be in the general ba- 
lance ſheet of the commercial ſyſtem, ſe- 
parated from the revenues; an account 
which ought to be * laid by the Directors 
before à General Court of the Proprietors 
their declaration of the enſuing dividend; 
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with the condut of the Noble Ms: "thi 
fs  miſrepreſentation, . and merit 


A public refutation. Mr. Snokz was the wi 
ET acting Preſident of the Committee of Revenue deer 
in CalGatta, from its formation in Februar I © 
1781, with a few months exception, until his 35 
departure from Bengal with Mr. HAasTincs, Ml -: 
in February 1785. In 1786, the Direction Wl ' 
EL appointed him a Member of the Supreme 8 
4 Council: and be : returned to Ben gal i in. that V 

year With Lord. CopnwALLIs, with orden it 
: By be again placed at the, head of the Con- 1 
ttee of Revenue i in Calcutta, In this fitu- ws + 
gs and as a Member of Government, ze ene 
: ated moſt cordially-with-Lord CoRNWALLI!s, 2 9 
„ . we e will —0 oft 

7 * . LS : 


T: 3: IX 
ing W be re 
In in April I 786 : ah at, er Contiout, 


Secretary, Mr. Bovcnron Robs E, took this 
ſubject up, and they empowered Lord Cox N- 
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With every poſſible attention to che dien; 
it took three years to collect materials upon 
which to form this ſettlement, which was 


1790, on a rent ſomewhat 177975 chan che 


rent of former — 41 
1 . 1 3 
E 3 3 1 Of $55} o S570 21 


Lan Cont Clit was a very tr 8. 
rocate for a perpetual ſettlement being im- 
mediately declared, without waiting for fur- 


fals, collected before they had formed th 
Gecennial res were "ny 9 ufficient ; ; 
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who had then an old Bengal ſervant: for their 


WALLIS, to form 4 ten years ſettlement, 
adding, that they. intended to make this ten 
years ſettlement, A binding, 3 for 


generally, though not univerſally, done in 


ther information; conceiving that the mate- 


% 


| 


4 F 1 


. 


48 1 ENA ! + pol. 


8 on . contrary, was 
* the perpetual ſettlement to a mot . 
diſtant period, thereby taking the advantage 3 
ck ſome years experience and refſec ion. — = I 
Much denden todk place, but Without an any eith 

heat or ee Lord. CortWALLn * 

f 3 3 the Director irectors, h 2 
immediate adoption of his own plan, and 
* * * W ence between hits ant “ 
Mr. Snort on this paint, of whom he ſpoke 109 
| in the higheſt terms. . Board of Con- 
= troul have now coincided in opinion wih 
tod Conmwariis; and they have ap- 155 
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pointed Mr. . SHORE, to carry into execution & 


4 PE | the plan for fi bor ever the re rents, that 18 
3 paid for the lands in Benga I, "thereby 81 


75 Pn to the determination "which they 
xed in 1786. Such we believe to be 
1 he ea tate of the | buſineks ; jndependen 
=. fs point, chere has 

e een between Lord ted oh and 
| . My. Snoke ; nor, did this e 


To thoſe who 2p 1 with Bengal, 


ih # 2 rr 


gratlemen i in the f 52007 who, exactly agree, 
either as to the ri rights it s, of Zemindars, the 
quantum © of. revenue which the country ou ght 
to pay, or as to the beſt riod for which 7 
land Foul be leaſed, for the mutual advantage 
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it is well ] known, that there are ſcarcely to 
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wich delpotic powers, Elten millions · at 
the ſmalleſt computation, of the natives of 


India ; over the loweſt clas of whom, ch. ll * 
| cially, from the evidence of your own word Bll 6 
above recited+, there exiſted, when you lf & 
le the e Oy. * of opprefiion, = .: 
We have na ; lately told, as the ir 
aki of this paper, that you have con- BY 
ſented to enforce the plan of a perpetual (- 6 
tlement of the public revenues with the Ze gal 
mindars of Bengal, upon the footing tecon- by 
mended by your predeceflor; and adopted, 2 an 
we were poſitively: told laſt ſeflion, by the the 
Board of Controul: permit, then, your u. con 
tention to de arreſted for a moment, in en- 8 
mining this new ſyſtenm upon your own vil = 
"and incontrovertible- principles. a can- DN 
dour will not miſtake the motives of thi hs 
addreſs. Your public conduet muſt non, Juri 
more than ever, bei : to carry wich i. des 
_ its "On n on. Vo. 2280 7 ba WT: 
; ig r ia UHORY « Sina witl 
. —— — * 
| ent eee. "be 
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n been induced a ſecond time wo; quit 46 the 
5 bleflings of the life you love,” for 
perilous diſtinction and laborious pre-emi- 
nence, without meaning by ſo great a ſacri- 

' fice to diffuſe that general happineſs and cm- 
fort of which you appear ſo ſenſible, to all 
auer Your n A Po PIO. 

1 The writer of theſe 6b ent thou gh 4 
Britiſh born ſubject, was for many years 
ot, an Izardar, and, a Talluckdar of Ben- 
gal: a conſiderable property was embarked 
by him under each of theſe land-: tenures; he 
naturally, therefore, endeavoured to diſcover 

the extent of Ware * each of them SDS 


* Aly well, e n , 
c- BY vate houſes of Büwpelse and others at Cal- 
ths BY cutta, and at Chyringa, 'a ſuburb out of the 
0B juriſdiction of the Court of Judicature; have | 
. „ e erected vpon ground held under Potahse, 


d quit- rents, which are acknowledged 
to be abſolute freehold property, affignabls 
e n of the Company, who - 


not by calling for any 
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in open court. or cutcherry, in che preſence, | 
of ſach officers as Government, or the ſupe- 
nor renter may place as checques over the 
ey Wl lzardar.. The whole detail. of the inferior 
Was collections. is pert ormed by the agency of this 
rate, Wt character, . as as Leſſee of the Talluckgar, c or 
rent, ¶ Zemindar ; and in proportion to the extent | 
parts ¶ of country. held by either of them, more or 
d to if wer of theſe intermegliate perſons are eme 
ghts Wl peyed. A Tallyckdar refidept, ee, 
xm. WM himſelf collects from each village, by means 
ll in of overſeers, and per ps attends in perſon. tt. 
| the the letting the lands, and receiving balances -_ 
kept Wi of former years, If he be abſent, or che 
fat. lands extenſive, he farms out theſe. rents 5.8 
one or more. bots to. 

the to their 9 under the names af Tok 
hoſe WW Chong, Mouza, Chuckls, Purgunnah, Ke. 
oth but, in all this ſeries, it ſeems. to haye. been 
hoſe WW the conſtant practice, that the 'Zub- [zardar's 
an- agreement for. contribution to the faqmer, s 
g to founded upon the quit-rents he is authorized i 7a 
+ is i cle? from the cultfogrers nd, occupiers = 
yot, * aan, halt A T e . 
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* Sa e ee and fo in 1 
7 gradual progreſſion to the Zemindar, &c. ti 
until it reach the Kalſa or public treaſury : 
and the reaſon of it is this ; that the revenues 45 


and profits of each 2 upon the extent 2 

of land in occupation, all of which is intended * 

* by this method to be accounted for to Govern- TY 
ment. With great deference to higher autho- 

._ _rities, this ſeems to have been the ſyſtem of If 0 

the Eaſt for time immemorial, and the prin- | --- 

| ciple upon which temporary leaſes only have 

been given to the great renters by the ſupe- 

- rior. authority, both under the inde pendent 

Niabobs, and fince our acquiſition of the Pro- 

— _* vinces; and. which, moreover, will be the 

|  - pradtice of the Zemindars hereafter, if ad- 

-mitted to an abſolute. property of the land 

they hold. It no where yet appears neceſ 

ſary, that Government ſhould have aban- 

daned this right to 2 progteſſive increaſe of 

- Revenue, in proportion to improved culture, 

0 eſpecially prior to a minute inveſtigation, which 

 - -- it is admitted has not yet taken place; fil ] 

le ought this meaſure to be adopted, before [ 
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unded W (ohe muſt under any regu- 
ation continue in ſome meaſure * de pendent 
upon, or under the influence of the Zemin- 
at) has been clearly determined —nay more, 
each diſtinct privilege ought to be recited in 
his grant, conſtitu ting and clearly defining 
the extent of his authorities, meant to be 
exetciſed under this future hereditary title. 
If each village and the number of acres it 
contains, is 8. intended to be aſcertained, ; 
which the. preſent. village-records_ ought . to 

exhibit, ſurely, the fame account might, * 
it does not, particularize the names of each - 


tenant, with the actual rents he 1 is ' bound't 6 


pay: nothing then would be eaſier, than for 
each Collector to obtain a correct dupli- 
cate of fuch e and abſtraQs 'of m_ 
ons 'of his Province. — - 

ſhall be known, that woch a 
* exiſts in "his poſſeflion, every 8 8 
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| fupport of his s juſt privil ileges ;.the i inveſti 
tion ' of which a... 204 dees, corre&ul 
: the frauds of all the ſu oxainate officers of 
e Revenue, and thus — this one great 
fource of oppreſſion. If after proper. notice, 
12 go titles ſhould be conſidered valid which had 


e 13 | not been regiſtered, Government. would by 


5 15 time have obtained all. the information to 
+ 580 wiſhed for, n r der art expenet 
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all the miſchiefs of this very ſyſtem . muſt 
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Ys + oil ii; by Klee the "Hel 
e prelude to the roforation of their a} 
le Yo future "pendent jar | 
fm beet by che Carpe, Eiter m th 
2 Mika Sunnahs; "and Mr. Franklin's 
« 76 ſubimabutidy Is appealed to Wien FevEretith 3 


00 "this day. The preſent "Collectors," when 
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produce of agriculture. It is not, chat the 51 
government receives more than its ſhare 3 for, iS 
in that caſe, the farmers would have refuſed 
payment of the rents eſtabliſhed for ſeveral 
years. paſt, or have become bankrupts: It i is, 
that an undue proportion is collected from the 
tilers. of the foil; to alleviate their diſtreſs, a 
Mokurrery,. or fixed tent, ſhould in the firſt 
inſtance be granted to them: this appears the 
only effectual method, and ME) com pletely 
anſwer the purpoſe, though eſtabliſhed, on the 
preſent rates; while, inſtead of, limin 
it would augment the nett revenues of govern- 
ment. —By exacting a moderate quit rent from 
the cultivator of the ſoil, Sovernment leaves 
him a ſtrong inducement to improve. and ene 
creaſe the produce of it for his own. advant- 
age. It moreover, | ſupports. his immediate 
dependence upon the ſovereign and his laws: 
»! I whereas, by a Mokurrery, or fixed dent, with 
de Zemindars only, without a previous. des 


t the finition;of their authorities; government, not 
155 only abandons the principle upon which the 3 


N '- Wl revenues have been long. eſtabliſhed, of con- 
dcr — them in the + Lhe of qeeviren 8 
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1 pro 44 0 8 particular ſpot, which has been 


duals, have never occafioned any diminution 
of the public revenue; they were taken out 


nating, out of his profits as 2 colle 


Bramin ſubſiſted upon the quit- rents of His 
Ayema, ſo the Zemindar ſupported his houſe- 


W to his care. The Ryot and the 
9 1 were the only real proprietors of 
Free: the foil.” No one argument which has 
Land- been n favour of the 2 
: the chic to hereditiey: property is Got "bith 
| from W be miſapplied to the reſtoration of the —— 
Iding tle, min > Fong, to perma 


_ nd. Were this rule uniformly — 


2 ah el 3 contract upon equit- 
„ E cultivate ehre 


425 . Se 
Pe the country, and would elſe be holding their poſſeſſions upon an | 
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granted for «the © ſupport of religion, not the 
and. Theſe religious endowments, the ten- DS 
ure held moſt ſacred, when made by indivi- 


of the profits or -poundage of the perſon dle. 3 


out of the revenues of the ſtate. As the : 


hold out of the allowance upon the college ; 
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= of lend, when * "Ya that. all angles.» Pro- 
g duct beyond his eſtabliſned rent, ſhould re- 
main 0 himſelf, and family. At preſent, : 
1 man of this claſs of ſociety has no idea of any 
property attaching. to himſelf. He ſlaves for 
' the best of others, hiftleſs and ſupine, with- 
'—_ _ aut hope of improving his condition, or pro- 

viding for age or infirmity. He labours, be 
cauſe he muſt either eat ot ſtarve: but, if he 
_-— Attempt to improve theyalue of his cultivation, 
by. a change of produce, or better manage- 
HT _ the native * Izardar inſtantly aſſeſſes hin 
E : . te: full amount of the, ſurplus . 
his oppreſſion can n 1 ee 

1 2 cablihing one fixed rule for the 
HR. Kab e eee JF take 
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abuſes againſt "6&4 
_ as heretofore, confider"it! a matter of 


- 16-8 Fo 


inder, at an * pred quit: gent, or be 
d to thoſe wha, wguld give; the, beſt price 
for them. This would be the direct method 
of improving the country, and of reviying in- 
duſtry in eyery part af it. Univerſal inde- 
dence would give birth to univerſal ener- 
g and emulation. Talents and induſtry, un- 
tackled by oppreſſion. Wauld endow the 
proprictors of them with. a laudable ambition. 
and inveſt. them with riches. and diſtinction: 
theinduſtrious Ryot might then have a glimpſe | 
of hope to. poſſeſs ſome day or other the Havily 9 0 
Gehn indolent er pendiiris Chomdey ; the 
Weaver to become Duloll; every man would 
enjoy the comforts he acquired, and be ſtimu- 


lated to acquiſitions by the confidence of 1 | 


PIPE: them, vnmaleſted for che future. N 


On the" contrary, by "grating" Peres 
nent tenure of the Whole country” to the 


7 1 great and formidable bar= F 
ie, as before obſerved,” will be eftabliſhed 

eee and the People Ben: 
zen klield to cover o preſſion, and to 'fortify 1 
inveſtigation ; the people 
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otal indifference, whether er continue 
n bois! e e other foreign > 1 
power; none of the bleſſings of our conſtitu- « 
tion can they ever hear of, much leſs Enjoy 
the country will again fall into the hands of 
2 yoracious junto of the natives, from whom fl 
humanity calls upon you to reſcue them; th 
_ and our government of it confiſt merely in * 
fucking che revenues, for ſupport of expen- ©* 
ſſve eſtabliſhments and a conſtant drain of 
FE and manufacture; the Zetmindars 
will continue to make good their rents, which 
are payable in large ſums, no longer than 
while the country is protected from itvaſion, 
and withhold them at the firſt moment of 
danger or alarm; this clafs of men will be 
© again raiſed to power and ſplendour, at the 


ce of the great maſs of the people 


+ the property of his claſs of natives be fil EY 
* nominal, becauſe the demands of them are ng & 
< unlimited ; and eyery ſubject be ynpro- A 
* tected, . becauſe the  extortionate  mulds 1.1 
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« throughout our India poſſeſſions, We 
« retain no perſonal. influence over the great 
body of the natiyes, and of courſe hold ur 
dominion over them, not by opinion, the 
an fetters, but by, the. bree 
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| Guan Doss, in your 8 of . 
pp j day, begins with a quotation, which he attri- 
"A butes to Sir Joux SHORE, whereas it is in 
2 Mr. Law's Anſwer to > that Gentleman's 
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ourei « villages. they continue in ignorance; till 

your they limit demand, property is nominal; till 9 
[Ive they arrange Gunge Duties, commerce is 
cure; till they annul the extortion of 
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Th follnoing 8 Letter Eh, on "this 7 
account, and for its perſonality have. been 
aſon Wl omitted ; if it had not 40% contained a peremp- 
will WW wy call for the proofi which are adduced 4 - 
the next two of Gurreeb Doſs, who truſts. fo 
. public Sentiments upon Lord Cornwalhis's 
Us. Wl condud?, as the only: Refutation neceſſary of 
dar Part gf it; and with regard to the Asper 
ens onthe Cruil Service, he muſt canjider them 
as equally undeſervmg a Reply. Anglus has 
totally miſtaken the purport of theſe Letters, 
which 1 literally as profeſſed, a feeble attempt 
5 . to improve the fituatiam of the Natives of 
oF Bengal, _ without Sau aut | infinuations : 
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I am one among many readers of this — AR 
cho feel myſelf at a loſs, whether to conſider - 
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"the Los 7 it 8 —4 F day, under your | 
„ Signature, to Sir Joux Stoke, as intending | 
to convey an ironical -compliment, or a ſetious 
_ aditionition : But as you have thought proper | 
to ly before che Public a "Aaternent of the | 
erior 'colleations of our provinces in Indi, | 
ne atives of that country ro & ful | 
| ori under the moft ene p un, which | 
ecoreys the moſt fevere reflection upon the 
Britiſh Government of that "countly, Who, | 
nem the ered which you quote, could not 
norat eh the tyranny and er. 


en wo legalize 2nd" 


 rors, the public will not be tente with 


the mere I fay of an irreſpbnfible advo- 


_ cate, without calling” Tor proper ſupport. of 
thoſe fats he has ſo publicly | 


norance, "as nb} even to hnow the — 55 inf 
© willager 10bich their. provk 
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a require no fication.” Sir Jonn uon; 73 
no longer preſent to attend to your call, if P 


you are acquainted with thoſe reaſons, as we 


ate led to believe both you and Be are, it is 5 


now” become your duty to declare them, or 


vou implicate your modeſt, virtuous friend, X 
in all the iniquity you ſo warmly reprobate. 


The records of the interior collections of 
revehue you ſtate ro Bave been withbeld from 


the e dente. "You" afſert, from Sir 


Join SnoRE's own 2uthori , that even the 
ab rab of” each 4 rift has not Been correBtly 
filmed! Is it polible Can 
receive credit for ſuch afſertions; unn er 
by Further proofs ?'* Is it to be believed that 


the Eaſt- India Com pany have been thirty- 


five years in ſovereign. poſſeſſion of Bengal, 
without having "analyzed its Whole ſyſtem, 
and made elf maſter of all the details f 

duty, and have remained in Ignorance. 
of the moſt minute ſources of public revenue, 


r all the panegyries which have been 
all n the PET. and abilities of the 


e Company's 
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"you expect to - 
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daoned to a marauding junto of natives, as to 


3 n feel themſelves fulh equal to the tak 
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Company” 8 gendes and their general know. 
| ledge of the language and cuſtoms of the 
country? Is it poſſible, that gentlemen of in- 
telligence and education ſhall have paſſed 
their time for A ſeries of years in the interior 
parts of the country, ſequeſtered from all in- 
tercourſe with Europeans, and apparently 
| poſſeſſed of power and authority competent 
to every purpoſe of inveſtigation ; that theſe 
Gentlemen ſhould ſo far have neglected their 
duty, as not to have made themſelves ac- 
quainted with thoſe very. reſources which 
they were expreſsly delegated to realize, and 
into which they muſt have been in the daily 
habit of acquiring inſi ght every time they 
fat in the public Court or Cutcherry, to de- 
cide upon matters of right, or inveſtigate the 
 Ryot's complaints? Or, were theſe Gentle- 

men ſo loft in indolence and piraſure as never ii 

bear complaints, or the Ryots ſo wholly aban- 


be obliged to ſuppreſs them through fear 
You ſay alſo, that the pteſent collectors 


« when ſupported in earneſt by their ſuperiors, 


« of 


1 

« of inveſtigation, and exult in becoming the 

« inſtruments of an upright and humane regu- 
« lation, which if now omitted, the neglect 

« with be an indelible reproach upon the 
« Britiſh name, and, as Beretofore, implicate. 
« the character of every collector who ſhall 
« hereafter be employed ;” and, that without 
this previous inveſtigation, by granting a 
permanent tenure of the whole country to 
the zemindars, a great and formidable bar- 
« rier will be eſtabliſhed between the Go- 
« yernment and the people, a brazen ſhield 
« to cover oppreſſion, and to fortify abuſes 
* againſt local inveſtigation : the people will, 
A heretofore, conſider it a matter of total i in- 
« difference, whether they continue tobe ruled 
by the Britiſh or any other foreign powers 
* none of the bleflings of our Conſtitution 


* can they ever hear of, much leſs enjoy: 


the country will agai fall into the hands 


of a voracious junto of the natives, from 


hom humanity demands a reſcue, and our 

government of it conſiſt merely in ſucking 
* the revenues for ſupport of expenſive . 
f — From hence I conclude,” 
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1 
mean it ſhall be underſtood, that the preſent | 
collectors are not ſupported. iin earneſt” I 
their. ſuperiors, and there gore. do not feel them, 
ſelves equal to the taſk, but wait, as a great 
happineſs, to become the infiruments of upright 
and bumane regulations, the neglet of which 
not only has, but for ever will ſtamp reproach 
upon the Britiſh name in general, as heretofore 


it has, and hercafter will implicate | the cha · = 
racter of every individual repreſentative em · exp 
ployed in the adminiſtration of its revenues, but 
7 and that we cannot account for this ſtignu : the 
upon the national character by any other WM he 
means than that the country heretofore ha dres 
been, and, if the preſent projected zemin - fron 
dary ſyſtem of legalizing deſpotiſm and ex: Dos 
tortion be adopted, muſt again fall into the Wl can 
hands of a voracious junto of natives, from WW coun 
which huma; 5 , an 1 ſuck 
1 yl AL 

; . I infor, ph I 1 upon you, to. | {et Jon; 
me right if I miſtake, that the Britiſh repre- dous 
ſentatives in the interior parts of the country Wil Cern 
been negligent —bave | been Indulent ; ; not with: 


that 
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En 


| that they were inclined ſo to be, but that, had 


they done their duty in repreſſing and puniſn- 
ing oppreſſion, in exerciſing acts of humanity 
and juſtice ; in oppoſing this voracious junto 
of natives, they would not have been ſeriouſly 
ſupported by their ſuperiors, and that their 
croſs inattention to the complaints of the 
people, their indolence, neglect, and con- 
nivance at the corrupt ſyſtem you attempt to 
expoſe, was nothing more or leſs than a tri- 
bute of complacency cuſtomarily expected as 
the gratuitous return to their ſuperiors for 
the ſtations they reſpectively held, or the 
dread of loſing the humble bread they derived 
from their ſeveral appointments. GuxR REE 
can theſe things be? Have we not had this 
country ruled by able and incorrupt men, 
ſuch as HAasTINGs, CLAVERING, Bar- 
WELL, FRANCIS, MACPHERSON,and.CoRN- 
Jonx SuoRE, about to aſſume this tremen- 
dous charge, in order that the virtues of | 
ft m their labours, each 
ipend, expreſsly calculated 
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actual value of our reſources, and unhapyy 
India is ſtill groaning under a regular ſyſtem 
of e are „ and ee Shall 
aracters, 548 have been, 
4 > ttt with theſe poſſeſſion? 
-Opanees Dies.” I once had a fon in the 
Eaſt, and I ſhould feel a aaf the 
at odium, which your letter to Sir JohN Sox: 
iſcriminately thrown on the whole ſer- 

vice, did I n 3t ſee the names before mention- 
ed, with whom all reſponſibility reſted, but 
whoſe" integrity and long 8. \fervices' — [ 
hope mat neo he g=1hi 
to a — Snonz, that we cdonotyet know 
we N not himited th dem ven ee 
d t — every fubjeti 4 
ee and with the very authority af 
chat record — da 


SHORE) 


Ff. 
gon E for the truth ha in the very fade 
of a great and important truſt conferred upon 
him, as the reward of virtue and integrity; 
and on all ſides ſupported by an inveſtiture of 
the moſt arbitrary and unconſtitutional powers, 
at which every friend of mankind muſt-bluſh 
with - ſhame, and this too declaredly with a 
| view to render that truſt ęffectual, and the 
whole conſolidated for the ſpecial-pyrpoſe af 
perpetuating a ſyſtem the moſt deſpotic, the 
moſt corrupt, the moſt flagitious, and the 
moſt initnical to the cauie of humanity 111 
Gurxrezs Doss,—theſe are paradoxes. that 
demand explanation, and the public call is 
upon you. If you have any diſcoveries to 
make, to convince the people of this country 
that, here, they have been living under a 
grinding ſyſtem of taxation, while in India 
thoſe ſurplus reſources, w which h ought to have 
relieved them, and repaid their expence of 
conqueſt, have been wilfully miſappropriated, 
and diverted. from the general intereſt. of 
England to the ſupport of a wicked _ | 
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| Gvnnugn: Doss will now endeavour to 


quo corey. N 


* 


page Ade of the Introdudiivn.co** In vain 
* have: the greateſt ſtateſmen elucidated exiſt» 


* ing evils—in vain does the terminating 


charter of the Company 


afford a favourable 


+ WH © opportunity—in vain has this dignified 
= Government viſited India—in vain has 2 
“general Peace concurred. for. deliberative | 
No I beiſure, if a ſettlement is to be formed, 

Site + | D a Ko without. 
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7  *rtiedium ſtandard.—In ſoine extenfive ſte- 


Cx): 
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Page 99. Queſtion 65 Mr. SHORE.— 
ITY The Security of the Ryots—Upon a gene- 
«ral principle it may be preſumed, that the 
* ſelf-intereſt of the landholder, will be the 


«© beſt ſecurity of the Ryots : that, as his 
< eſtate is ſubject to forfeiture for arrears, it Wl t. 
« will of courſe be his immediate intereſt to r 
guard againſt this by good treatment to iſ « &, 
e thoſe, from whoſe labours the value of the Ml « q 
& eſtate muſt be determined. De plan pro- p. 
« poſes nothing. ſpecific for the ſecurity of the 8 
6c 


6c Ryots but, confidering the rmpofition, to whith 
| thy have been flject will nt fans be ie « af 


. in the commencement i The operation Wi © ce 
e eee, is ring; wel; Te 
e hot, be a ſüfficient Seni, and pech P 
Poo, nk ee ee | | from 
Lea * S ee e e e te na 
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ef nd 


r. Law beine ever Beg 
not be held by the Ryots, at on 
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ated 


. 
« rile ſpots, land is of little worth, and in 
« rich parts almoſt invaluable. . The mocur- 
« rery village, therefore, may. be deemed = 
« average aſſeſſment. of an extent of Haul, which 
the 1 muſt allot 1 in the I mode 
« « for himſelf.” 


4 S 3 
* 


Page 100. Mr. ae 86 TE the queſ- 
« tion is in another. ſenſe material—are the 
« rents of the Ryots ſo determinate and known, 
« as to enable the officers of government to 
« decide apon their «om . and « ex- 
6 tony * e e ne 

« By 1 857 ſpecific mY is bie certainty 
* aſcertained ? are - any additional rules ne- 


6 "ory, i . er ey 8 
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Page 101. Mr. hab 6 A quotation. 
from Blackſtone) 1 underſtand,” that origi- 
* nally in Bengal, there were fome fixed aff 7 
* ments on certain Begahs, or an attempt at 

* an ayerage rate on all cultivation. ThE 
1 2 N bave exceeded that by Pariousceſſes ; 


N * £8 14; 
55 9 _ TO 
of. 1 * 15 * . 
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(3) 
40 whilſt, on the other Jad! "the tenant has 
| cc encroached in limit ; thus, additional ground 
: com penſated for over aſſeſſment, viz. the 
« Ryot, by actual poſſeſſion of five begahs, 
* js able to pay the heavy rent on thre: 
Gag comm puted Begahs ; ; fortunately, all. attempts 
& fo obtam an exatt meaſurement Bave been 
« defeated ; for, unleſs the preſent Pottahs 
«* were lowered in proportion to the reſump- 
4. tion off ground, the © Ryots muſt hav 
An. ud all fi uffered with them. —Theſc 
CI tenures are all copyholds ; and as the vari 
© ous fines, profits, ſources, &c. in En gland, 
7 were computed and compriſed i in a ſpecific 
7 ſum, { this affil-Jumma, or original rate 
« and ſubſequent ceſſes, may be united, and 
form one rent upon the quantity of land, 
Ki * invariably held by the tenant.” Page 104, 


8 in continuation.) * Excluſive of the law to 


« preſerve copyhold R3 vote, I would recom- 
u« mend a regulation exempting Ryots, who 
« lived upon particular ſpots, from any im- 
Ki Poſition of houſe or garden rent, if not be⸗ 


| FE fore pls ; and 1888 al increaſe upon the 
| : — =: pittance f 


66 


46 
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13 


64 pittance, which! may have "om taken ber- 
« tofore for obſervations reſpecting Ryot's 
«en Cn vide my Nen in e 
655 dix y 4 FE: 1, | £200 | X ; 

2 er were an ande ak 3 hs 
67 N to attempt aſcertaining the rights of 
« every under Ryot in the numerous pergun- 
« nahs, ànd were aſter all liable to error. If 
% an/ under- tenants hold by preſcriptive 


title, the ſeveral courts' muſt ſecure them 


«therein, if invaded; the intereſt; however, 
« of Mocurrydars, will generally induce _ 
4 to conciliate by donation, ratber than 

7 nate by extortion; perhaps it were a — 4 
law to prohibit en for leſs than 
7 wes or er, or ten N 0 


W Page 96. Me. Love. e Tho Avdallats 


« will prevent Oppremon ;z and as rack-rent- 


TO wh hs the Ryor to a * 
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mT * This Letter no o here appear, 


=» Ing mourrery, ahi will return imme. 
e cee een 
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Page 132. Queſtion, VP I the Board « 

| Revenue 2 * is landed property veſted 
n, or in the Ze- 


fr, Ryot: bot 2 2 or zealan e The 
*pottahs of my plan, (for hits villegs) 1 
t are but for one year confirmable in perpetu- 
2 iy, 1 aÞPF oved from. Game- Rita. 
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Page 134. The Ga 1 5 inquire.— 
den arewraared of bating included a 
Z . <<. the. Proper {territorial ow; and reſources 


3 vernment? e Bgfore property | 
8 te diſpoſed % ae rer its value to & 
13 1e bnown?” „ 
+ a | J! 8 
* . | 4 Ne 
of Anſwer 


(4) 

Anſwer by Mr. Law. The extent of 
1 + ah large territory (Narhut Samoy,;)>ren? 
e ders an accurate knowledge of . 
the land difficult, and the idea of its at- 
* tempt müſt poſtpone every ſyſtem, for to- 
« morro it is different from to- day to me 
« it appears ſufficient, that a purgunnah paid 
f«-lefs-under a farmer, and was, notwithſtand- 
“ing, in decline from. the rapacity ꝙ limited 
| ©/intereft in it. If any villages are omitted, 
government will benefit by ſubſequent an- 
t nexation.—T be allotment once formed, m_ 
1 . al Vene, w n Sc. 

15 1 lech | 
The ito tuch eee moſt f 
not all, of the material explanations given by 
Mr; Law, reſpectin g the Ryots of Bengal, and 
the protection intended them by the mocur- 
rery plan adopted iy Government, which ſhew 
how far Mr. Snokr's humane inquiry has 
been ſatisfactorily anſwered. It Propoſes 
* nothing Tpecifie for the ſecurity” of the 
i e In cope ns endleſs. fu- 


7 0 * 


(42? 


*, perfluous labour, the attempt to aſcertan 


est their rights 22 leaving this whole claſs of 
the natives (whom Mr. Grant, page 5 of hi 
preface to Supplement, deſeribes as * to 
6 paſſive to utter a groan that ſhall be heard”) 
G © the aggregate profits of whoſe labours con: 

« ſtitute the wealth of the ſtate,” (Lay; 
: re to the expenſive and ruinous proceſ 
of the Awdalluts, for defence of their © pre: 
W _—_— claims” E ſhall dare do de. 


Knee extortion nee a. 
ee * 


Asia rrebe 8 in en 
tation he recites to have "bag, Mr. Law's 
and not Mr. Snox 's reflect jon; 


. in the pectin of the pl than with 
„ * yiey 


181 


« view to ſupercede it.” In the fame view 


has Gurreeb Doſs offered his opinion upon the 
fame ſubject: which continues ſtill to be; 
that without going through with the inveſti- 
gation, the object of the plan and of all rea- 
ſoners upon it—rhe happineſs of the natives in 
grneral—can never be ſecure: without deter- 
mining all the ſpecific rights of the loweſt 
claſs of them, the ſyſtem muſt continue im- 
perfect, and expoſe them to every ſpecies of 
that oppreſſion, which they are admitted to 
labour under at this day: that the fabrie of 
government muff require perpetual prop and 
reparation, if not to be taken TO to EW 
W 0.05” 


The a at leaſt 85 Wang of it, 08 
by Mr. Sore, profeſſes only to deſcend to 


villages which are to be diſpoſed of (p. 8g), 


ding to the Zemindar's'jumma (ſub- 


; ject to reviſion by the Collector) who hitherto 
has always: (120) “over - burthened the in- 


ferior proprietors to ſpare himſelf, and make 


. the Riots _— themſelves in his portion, 


« with 


— „ 


4). 


| with a view of 3 the eb, rent 
e ruin 8 0 to ſell. : che. 


| -/This online" of de, nds eſo whe 
indeed with the ſentiments, of Mr. Rovsx a; {Mn 
to their tenures, who labours to maintain i 7 
(pages 73 and 76), that they are in gene- I“ ü 
ral tenants for a term, not holders in capiu, Wl o 


< nor tenants at all to the Sovereign will 
e no poſitive right of keeping the lands a- * fi 
4 gainſt the will of their immediate ſuperior, 
© who holds the permanent poſſeſſion of the T 
property. Whether any continuance af aſer 
uſage niay have been converted into a right," 9 
as in the town of Calcutta, he does not poſi- "le 
2 ſay. And yet in AvzenGzes's fir-W © an 
, tranſlated by himſelf (page 303, zu te 
— they are called the proprietors d. Je 
land. In r. in caſe of neglect o i all 
deie FYOD, cr Want of "the implements f oem 
| , buſtandry, + others are ordered to. cultivatc W of 
« ar 


* on ck the proprietor, and if any 


balance remains, it ſhall be paid to the I "iu 
"0 3 * e Sovercign þ here appa- 
ben 


the Ryots. on. payment, in * wed a fixed 


( 45 ) 
rently ſpeaks, not of the Zemindars, but of 
the Ryot or Mozars, to whom only the imple- 
ments of huſbandry were neceflary, and for 
whoſe protection the decree was expreſsly 
formed. Again (page 306), «© Tf the pro- 
6 prietor of uncultivated land be known, let 
them leave it to him, and not ſuffer any 
« other to poſſeſs it: if not, give it to one 
&« who, cultivating it properly, ſhall be con- 
t ſidered as e 


To nc if 8 as Mr. A 
aſſerts (page 39), © with the experience. of 
e other nations, and the remarks of former 
* legiſlators, are free to ſelect the ſimpleſt 
and ſecureſt ſyſtem, and Government de- 
© termine the rights of Zemindars from the 
« year 1771, without further retroſpection — 
if all the officers of government are removed 
from the villages—* the canongoes and other 
= offices of check over the inferior collectors 
are aboliſhed,” without previouſly eſtab- 
lihing ſpecific ſecurity and independance of 


and 
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haps, may be exonerated from. oppreſſion by 
| his mocurrery pottah, but the labourer, 
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To GURREEB DOSS. 


t 


The extenſive Peöridees of 'Benares, my : 
ind Bengal, being ſettled upon my plan for 
ever, it would be a ſource of unhappineſs to 
me if I had reaſon to conchide with you, that 
« the labourers, bufhandmen, and manufactu- 
rern were more than ever I fa ap- 


* 


* 


The fact is, char the ie fates ib 
excited, and the demand for workmen fo in- 
creaſed, that the cultivators infit * 2 


10. ö. 


An to en his 1 kinds. A \ Ged. 
8 + 5 | Yon 


tion to fertilize waſte territories renders ma 
of conſequence; Is it not fb in Americy, 
where vaſt tracts of land require people to 
till them? As for manufacturers, if more 
cotton, opium, tobacco, ſugar, indigo, &. 
are produced, they muſt increaſe in number, 
happineſs and wealth muſt conſequently be 


* 
=y * £ : 
* * . f y 


Upon the old ſyſtem, if a farmer found 
the cultivation diminiſhed, he accelerated it 
decline by levying heavier taxes on the r 
mainder; his immediate profit, and not a /afiing 
5 Berg, influenced his conduct. But if you 
are ſtill an advocate for the ancient Canongoe 
| offices, pray firſt read my minutes, and after 

that, ſhould you wiſh their continuance, aul 
| will ſign your real name, I will fairly argue 

with * the benefits of _ and new 


”% 


Pl 1 m OD.» we that ee aba binn 
Hocking from the, remoteſt parts into the 
Compa 925 8 territories, and even without thi 


4 U -. + | 
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( 49 ) 
man extraneous addition, how ſoon will population 
erica, Wl be doubled in a fertile country, and under a 
le w benign climate, where the natives e 
more Sent ger e 2 
„Ke. d 
üben Famine can ho ch the proſperity of | 


tly bl our Afiatic poſſeſſions, and even that is 
averted, ' I hope, by the annihilation of the 
farming n n ene en 
found W N $4 6D {101 vd bþ5: 
ed its Ho 8 WY 3 
he * 1 RAG the Breach 1 e 
Ain the attention of all Rutope, b but nde __ is not 
if 1.70 Ene 8 8 5 55 POLO: 


II. A , 


& th FEET © 2 "a 
A w# 4 +4 # " : 
4 
* —_— } 7 
K 
„ 
* 2 * 
1 „ + £© x 


— — — 
drought happen, where are the ſtores of grain for ſubſiſtence ? 
neither will /hed3 be raiſed to belter cattle, or barns built to preſerve 
corn whilſt poſſeſſion is precarious. Muſſulmen Sovereigns erected 
immenſe domes to contain the dead remains of pride, whereas 
Mr. Haſtings ere ded them to preſerve the future exiſtence of the 
poor,” 


7 A Py . 
* 


( 59 ) 
The abolition of all Fenda! oP 


Jay. 1 The proper diviion of: We. dene 
(the broad eee es even not TY a + 


2 Hol 1 
ne 2 


4 hong — Tetiſceldars and b 
Cauzys as municipal ofſibers, with the code of Bl # 
criminal laws eſtabliſhed by Lord Coxnwar- WM 7 
LIS, _ &c. in ſhort the Conſtitution (as it is 40 
| juſthytermed) beſtowed without diſturbance WM men 
Ups many millions of Aſiatie ſubjects, wil, WM ;tter 
by its conſequences, excite the obſervation and 
. en of merchants; and I truſt that the 

torian:philoſophers'will not Join with: you 

in accuſation of its I 


Fs A Fi f 8 
„ 


- As you introduced my r name in your INE 
1 felt it incumbent upon me thus. briefly to 
vindicate myſelf, and I ſubjoin an extract df 
the letter, under date 1786, which, as favouring 
the Ryots, I referred to in s Ke 
; 2 5 an which: 1225 1 12 


8 Law. 


AW. 


0 „ 
Here follows the ertratt alluded to in 1 


foregomg letter. 
We! 
« Hitherto no rules 1 been drawn, to 
deine the mode of inveſti, igating revenue 


diſputes.” 


{T/ ben follow propefed A; which 
have been adopted. After this I recommend 
form for . and. then proceed as 
falls) 

« The following -triviſlare of an advertiſe- 
ment has given great confidence, and will be 
attended with beneficial conſequences. | 


“Notice is hereby given, whereas the 
Ryots com plain of the Aumils taking abwaubs 
(ney over and above their engagements, 
the a of which are indeterminate, and 
Upper wb references to government ariſe 
therefrom prejudicial to the revenues. And 
whereas the Aumils inſert in their engage 
ments the words ab waub mamooly, or cuſtomary 
ceſſes, which are not explicit, the Ryots not 
knowing what payments are to be made, 
and fince e e is 9 
ting them, - | 


Thie 


E 


{ m9? 

Y e This is to give notice, that 1 ; from the 

commencemdt of the year 1193, Fuſſily, any 
Aumil or Zefindar ſhall rent out @ farm to 

any individual whomſoever, he muſt inſert in 

the en gagements a ſtatement of the ceſſe; 

and whatever is to be paid in the courſe 
the your and the word mamooly, or cuftomary, 
which" is Juite' vaghe, muſt not ever be in- 
ſerted. bester ſhall be found to hare 
deviated from this ordinance, will nad be 
intitled to the niabl, or revenue, ſpecified, 
not to any min Sncefec. 9 72 arc 7 


425082 18. rte 13 Th; ' : 4h 


On the il of x ow 5 5, or — 


525 


Aſſar, 1 192, Fuffilysi it having been ſignified by y 
Rajah M | erjeet Sing, that the Tekadan vatic 
(renters) and Ryots, have diſputes about ac- W the 
counts, in which the latter prove conſiderable I not! 

ſlufferers, Notice is hereby given, that tle I 
Tekadars muſt give to the Ryots a buject, o 1 
paper, inſerting the daily payments, with the pal 
date. If it ſhall hereafter: be proved, that I 0 01 
Ryot has paid ready money,“ and that the ore 
renter has crefuſed to inſert it in the hujeet, interf 
the ſaid renter {all be ſubject to the penaly RY 
of 100 rupees, payable to the Ryot, &c. a 
ein a] 4 4 ih 7 

%; <0 SEEN eee? 
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TO GURREEB Doss. 


Your quotations are fair, and your obſer- 
vations moderate. Sir C. B. Rous proves that 
the Ryots are merely tenants for a term, and 
not holders in capite. He agrees with Mr. 
Law in deeming the Zemindars proprietors 
of the ſoil. The Company has admitted theſe 
points. If any Ryot holds by a tenure ſimilar 
to our copyhold, the Courts of Juſtice will 
preſerve his tenure, and Government cannot 
interfere in a proprietor's a eee of his 
* either in en or "policy. 


Sep- 


( 


Suppoſing, for argument 7 ſake, that the 
Zemindar was not proprietor of the foil, how 


would you collect the revenues ? : 
Would you declare the Ryot proprietor, or wi 
| dif 

the g . - 
TY the 
thr 


You ſtate, that though the Zemindar i; 
exonerated from oppreſſion by Mr. Laws MW * 
plan, that the labourer, buſbandman, and 
manifacturer, will be more than ever expoſed 
to it. I will ſhew how the Committee of MI © 
Warchouſes differ in opinion with you, by 
the following extract from their maſterly re- 
port Ow m oultare of ſugar. Ro 53. 


* Your Ds fatter Sun Gives; that 
the time is arrived, when both the cultivation 
and commerce of that country are about to 
aſſume a more pleaſing appearance. By the 


regulations which have been lately adoptcd * 
in Bahar, and which your Committee under- Wh 
ſtand, are carrying into effect in the other 83 
provinces, the landhalder feeling that he has „ 
a permanent intereſt in the ſoil, and is no 7 


FP. * ſubject to the 8 exactions of 1 
| revenue 


the 
how 


4 


( 85 ) 
cevenue- farmer, will be induced to ſtimulate 
the Ryot to exert the utmoſt of his {kill and 
induſtry in effecting improvements, the fruits 
of which. he will now enjoy in ſafety, and 
which the former ſyſtem tended rather to 
diſoourage than excite. At the ſame time, 
the abolition of the Goverment's cuſtoms 
throughout the interior of the provinces, the 
removal of the numberleſs Chokeys ſtationed 
by every petty Zemindar in every diſtrict, 
however inconſiderable, with the more re- 
cent abolition of the Haute Gunge and Bazar 
duties, * as well as thoſe payable at the other 
ſettlements, on the Coaſt of Coromandel and 
Malabar, will give ſuch facility and encourage- 
ment to commerce, as your Committee con- 
ceive will be the means of producing in abun- 
dance almoſt every article, for which a demand, 
either foreign or domeſtic, can be found.” 


As the Court · of Directors juſtly obſerve, 
where a new Conſtitution is given to many mil- 


Mr. Law may enjoy complete ſatisfaction from this ſalu- 
tary meaſure, fince it has been attended with every poſſible 
good effect, The abolition of duties paid by foreigners is 
found liable to weighty objeRions. 


lion of their Afratic ſubjetts, feudal extortion 
are ſuppreſſed, which Mr. Law fates, in 
page 181, to have raifed goods, in three days 
Journey, from 100 to 150 per Cent. every 
article muſt come cheaper, and in greater 
abundance to market, and I hope to ſee the 
Committee of Warehouſes' wiſh verified, hat 
Great-Britain may become the grand mart fir 
ſupplying all Europe with the commodities of 


the * 
*\ L735 


7 
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ASIATICUS. 


# | No, 8. 


Dos: 


ater Ml | b No. 8. 

1 | For the Morning Chronicle. 
tor | 

es of Bl OcroBzR 18,—Inſerted the 23d. 
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The quotations. produced. by Gunners 
Doss in his ſecond letter, will equally reply 
to ANGLUs,as to ASIATICUS ; fince they 
exhibit the evidence of Mr. Shore and of the 
Revenue Board, as to the exiſtence of oppreſſion; 
and an explanation of the new mocurrery 
plan, ſtating the full extent of propoſed in- 
reſtigation and redreſs, 


Us. 


If further proof be 886 it ay bs 
found in Mr. Law's Nin Reſources of 
India. 


+6. That 237 oppreſſion has been long apparent, 
is equally notorious. ANGLUS is referred on 
this point, to minutes of Mr. HAs rIx es in 


the Bengal Revenue Department, dated the 
rſt and 12th'of November, 2776 ; who, after 
minutely ſtating this fact, earneſtly preſſes on | 
the Council, the neceſſity of eollecting all the Ext 
materials of information, previous to the adi. 
tion of a plan of Reform. He will find then R 
on Conſultations, or in pages 153 to 155, of 

Mr. FRANCIS's plan of Settlement.—Debret 
1782. With an extract from theſe minutes p 
if the Editor has room, GurREEsB Dost of 
takes leaves of theſe correſpondents. Gus. 
REEB defires to expreſs his acknowledgment . 
to his friend and name-ſake GukREERM Dos 
k Au Doosr, and means to profit by his ad. 


r ee _ matten 
* 1 8 1 * 


| GURREEB Doss. 


P. S. Gun REER Docs happened to bee 

of town when he read the Chronicle of the 

firſt inſtant, which prompted the letter to Si 
Jonx Snorr, when he quoted from memor 

The Editor received it ſeveral days befor 


Sir John's tur EP on Fl 
mornin 
. 25 Extra 


Fat: I 62 „ 


. ler here aluddto is omit, 8 


* 


(9) 


al th Extract alluded to in the preceding, ö 
then Revenue Department, Nov. 12, 1776. 


GOVERNOR GENERAL. 


nut WY p. 53.—* Beſides the immediate piinek 
Dos er the propoſed office, 1 have recommended, 
Our. s a ſecond object of its reſearches, the berter 
and more effefFual regulation of pottahs for the 
tcurity of the Ryots, in the perpetual and un- 
Murbed poſſeſſion of their lands, and to guard 
them againſt arbitrary taxations. The words 
perpetual poſſeſſion and their lands, which may 
be mere inaccuracies of expreſſion, for they 
were not meant to convey the idea of any 
poſitive or exclufive right of poſſeſſion, have 
been noticed by Mr. Fxancrs as contradic- 
tory to the rights of property, which are 
reſted in the Zemindar. I ſhall not here at- 

{I tewpt to account for the diſtinctions of pro- 
perty, as they are underſtood in this country. 
It is ſufficient for my fo, obſerve, that while 
the 


2 


3 


1 


the Ryot pays bis rent, the Zemindar has no riglt 
zo diſpoſſeſs bim; nor can the Zemindar, by 
any legal right, exact a N rent an in 


than his potta preſeri 


„Mr. FRANCts ſeems to ſuppoſe; that then 
is no neceſſity for the interpoſition of Govern. 
ment, between the Zemindar and the Ryo. 
He obſerves, * that if they are left to them. 
| ſelves, they will ſoon come to an agreement, 
in which each party will find his advantage, 


This would be a juſt concluſion, if the Ze- 


mindars were capable of diſtinguiſhing what 
was for their advantage. But it is a fad, 
which will with difficulty obtain credit in 
England, though the notoriety. will juſtif 
me in aſſerting it here, that much the greate 
part of the Zemindars, both of Bengal and 
Bahar, are incapable. of judging for then: 
ſelves, being either minors or men of weak 


underſtandings, or. abſolute. idiots 2. Thi 
circumſtance, and the conſequent oppreſin 
| OP are ni by . who act for then, 
1 * GR 5 "We N21 without 


neee 


(a 
without any intereſt in the proſperity:of the 
the ſecurity of the Ryots by checks and regu- 
lations (So FRAMED, AS TO PRODUCE THEIR 
owN BFFECT, p. 119.) Itis tobe obſerved alſo, 
that there are two kinds of Ryots. The more 
valuable are thoſe who reſide in one fixed ſpot, 
where they have built themſelves ſubſtantial 
houſes, or derived them by inheritance from 
their fathers. Theſe men will /uffer much before 
they abandon ': therr habitations, and, therefore, 
are made to ſuffer much ; but when once forced 
to quit them, they become vagrant Ryots. 
The vagrant Ryots, as Mr. FRANers ob- 
ſerves, have it in their power, in ſome mea- 
fure, to make, their 'own terms with the 
Zemindars. They take land at an under rent; 


bold it for one ſeaſon ; the Zemindar then 


increaſes their rent, or exacis more from them. 
than their agreement; and the Ryots either 
deſert, or if they continue, they hold their 
lands at a rent lower than the eſtabliſhed rent 
of the country. Thus the antient and induſ- 
trious tenants are obliged to ſubmit to undue 
exaction, wh ile the vagrant Ryots en J oy lands 
| at 


5 Thy 5 
# 
* 
» * 6 2 5 ) 
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at half price; which operates as an encdu- 
n ge e 
+318 ee ate. and th 
abuſer and oppreſſons arifing from the preje 
uncertainty, and the variety of articles that 
compoſe Ryots accounts, have been often 
matter of juſt complaint; and, 1 believe, 
every member of the Board is fatisficd, 
that they require to be reformed. All that 
F now propoſe, is to collect materials of 
information on this ſubject to be laid be- 
fore the Board, for their future determim | 
tion, on the moſt effectual means of regu- 
lating the Pottahs. At preſent, I am not 
prepared to propoſe a complete plan, and 
nion, while I am profeſſedly ſeeking for | 
the grounds which are to determine it.” 


No. 9. 


min Chemie the ſe November, I ow 
„rte, LAW, . 
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(6 zemindary, they continue in ignorance ; till they limit demand, 
4 property is nominal; till they arrange gunge duties, com- 
© merce is inſecure: fill they annul the extortion y & 
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81 R. 


As every Author naturally dh his own 
productions when they iſſue from the preſs, 
the ſame Chronicle, which conveyed your 
letter to GuxREEB Doss, would alſo com- 
municate his further ſentiments on the ſub- 
ject, from which you would learn, that Gux- 
REEB had very politely taken leave of his 
correſpondents AsraTICus, AnNGLus, and 
others, 


. 
4 Moms is 
OD + 
Gy 88 , 
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( 64) 2 

others, becauſe Be would not argue upon nar. 
ters of fad: nevertheleſs, GurxRrEEs parted 
with his -correſpondents ſo amicably, that, 
out of the plentitude of his ftores, he bequeath- 
ed them a monumental token of his frength, 
in a long ſtring of  additi / face for their 
Private amuſement, until the meeting of Par- 


liament, when the tate of India is, very pro- 
. perly, once. more to become the ſubject of 


their inveſtigation. GuRREEB Doss, though 
n ſtranger to the characters of As1ATicvs, 
and others, cannot be ſo to Mr. Law; and 
if GunRees parted amicably with ſtrangers, 
and has no where ſhewn a diſpoſition to an- 
ger, even amongſt them, you ought not to 
ſuſpe& him of any hoſtile intentions towards 
you. Indeed, you and GURREEs are ſo per- 
fectly agreed upon the grand point of your 
— diſcuſſion, that I am 
have only to underſtand each other, in order to 
; fay with him, eee en, 
« of fad.” „ 9 


at sir, „ een 
to ſend your name to the newſpaper, for the 
purpoſe 


| to them, had now the ſanction of public recep- 
tion under your introduction from the preſs, 


(6G) 


purpoſe of avowing e of the 


preſent mokurrery plan: on the contrary, it 
was diſtruſting the fair-fame of your ® Riſing 


« Reſources,” which had already announced 


it to the public, and fo far obtained attention, | 


that they were well ſatisfied ; the plan now 
returned to India was founded thereon, and 


un-encouraged, furniſhed an event very con- 


e Sg the SPP? WA * bares 


Th - 8 GT 3 0 


made of your name, muſt, by every one, has 


been underſtood as an high compliment to 
your work, from whence he aſſumed facts 
and avowed data, which, though hong familiar * 


and, therefore, had not to undergo the public 
ſerutiny, how far they were to be relied on 


ir founded Jn trend; or came in the ape of 
T - doubtful 


I uſly tenacious of your rights; | 
could not but indignantly conceive #he merit 
ts be aſſumed elſewhere, which your departure 
from India, with your plan unadopted, if not 


. a 


| ( 66 ) | 
doubtful hovelty. But, Sir, to fatisfy you, 


that GuRRERR Doss could not poſſibly mean 


&* to join in accuſatian of you as its author, 
you may find, from the authorities contained 
in his bountiful legacy to his correſpondents, 
that the principle of this mokurrery plan is 
old and familiar: you may likewiſe learn 4- 
mongſt your oriental cotemporaries, that 5 
has often been ſuggeſted — and as often been 
diſcouraged and counteraFed : and by one care- 
il peruſal of Goxrets Doss“ letter to | 
Sir Joun SHORE, on which your miſtaken 
alarm appears to have ariſen, that, fo fr 
from preventing A conſtitution being be- 
c ſtowed upon many millions of Aſiatic ſub- - 
4 jects, which will, by its conſequences, ex- 
cite the obſervation and applauſe of -mer- 
„ chants and hiſtorian philoſophers,” to ſay 
as little as modeſt compariſon will, in this 
place allow me to ſay, Guxrtes Doss will 
not yield to you, or any man living, in de- 
_ fence of principles that ©, ſhall for: ever fre 
te labourers, huſbandmen, and manufattur- 
. ers of the Eaft from oppreſſion :* and, in 
ſhort, by ſuch à careful peruſal: of his letter, 


K "* ) 
you will find him a' moſt . advocate 
for © the total extinction of oppreſſion.” His 
writings mean this, or they mean nothing : — 
ſo that it is Practice, not principle, u pon which 
you are at variance. He, contends, that the 
adoption of a mokurrery plan will be unſea- 

ſonable and improper, ** without a previous 

4 minute inveſtigation, which, it is admitted, 
„ has not yet taken place, and until the 
rights of every individual claimant to land- 
«ed property has been clearly determined, 
and the extent of authorities under which 
«he is to contribute, clearly defined: and, 

I cannot think, you will contend, that it 
ought to be adopted, © while government 
« are ſo ignorant of their poſſeſſions, that they 
know not the number of villages in each 

Zemindary: while demand is ſo unlimited, 
* that property is nominal; and while dhe 
* extortion of mulcts by Proprietors is in 
* ſuch practice, that FT. ſubject | IS un- 
* e ER 


"I fear, Sir, that you 1 your 1 
of our general knowledge of the whole of our 


Fa. | RT. 


2 , 5 


4 « * "FN 
territorial paſlefiiqns, and, conſequently, their 


competency to receive your plan, from your 18 

own local knowledge, founded on your oyn gen 

critical inveſtigation of the diviſion only of Ml .:-- 

Narhut Samoy, committed t to your immediate Will bene 
juriſdiction: and, in this, you are certain] 105 

right, as far as Ker experience . Ss 7 

ſdet 

{ | "Why x we are not as familiarly minted a 
with every part of our oriental poſſeſſions and 05 

reſources, and why © a. conſtitution, which . x 

Will, by its conſequences, excite the obſer. WM « 
vation and applauſe of merchants and hi. WI « 

« torjan philoſophers,” has been 0 long « 

with-beld from * many millions of Afigtic ul. 
| edi cannot fail to excite their animad- BY « 


"= enſures, and 


"What aid your friend Mr. 3 upou 

this point, juſt before he left India? This 
| Gentleman had then been upwards of twenty 
years in the Company's ſervice, always em- 
_ ood in the revenue — and 70 other, | 
. has lately been nominated Goyernor- Wl 
. 8 General "HFA 


(6). 


General of ada, as a reward (as e 
people conclude) for his long ſervices and 
general knowledge, with a view (as they alſo 
ettonebufly fuppole) that the Company may 
benefit t by his great experience. | 


When your FE Fan was under con- 
ideration, Mr. SHORE aſked you | theſe Ane ; 
A. Pen FEY 4 
Are the rents 4 the Ryots © determinate , 
and trown, as to enable the officers of 
"oh Government to decide upon their com- 
| er plaints eafily and expeditiouſly 5 By what 
« f pecific rule is this certainty aſcertained ? 
; 2 fs are any additional rules neceſſary 0 


And bf 1 theſe were > Bowed TY B 
many ſimilar queſtions, as replete with . 
norance, put᷑ to you collectively by the Re- £ 
venue Board, of which Mr. SHoRE was is pre- h 
ſident: for inſtance, «how are we: aſſured of 
having included all the proper | itte 
are and reſources! belonging” to Govern- 

B 


4 70 T 
went ? Before property be dig of, ought 
| not its value to be known Wigs 


74 ſhall i FA no ES tending to ITN 
the deficiencies ſo obviouſly demonſtrated in 


the foregoing queſtions, to the ignorance of 


the Revenue Board, which was profeſedy 
compoſed « of the beſt qualified revenue ſer- 


vants, or to the defects of our general informa- 


tion as to the real ſtate of the country, or 


both: but, it is clear, that either our know 


ledge of the country and its internal reſources, 
and of the rights of individuals, which it is 
our firſt duty to protect, inaſmuch as the 
public is but the aggregate of private inte- 
reſts, is criminally imperfect, or the qualifi- 
cations of the Members of the Board ſuper- 
| intending the Revenue Department crimi- 
nally deficient, and whether one or the other, 

or both, it dearly manifeſts that the fixed 
Princi * which you juſtly recommend for 
the relief of oppreſſion and the honour of hu- 
manity, cannot, for the preſent, be adopted 


without foreyer riſquing, if not inverting, the 


l benefits they : are hs to eſtabliſh. 


Aer 


i 


a. follows: 


36 

have now to deſire, Sir, that you will 
not miſtake the motive of this anſwer to your 
letter addreſſed to GURREEB Doss. You 
cannot but be ſenſible, that it is purely defen- 
five. If you knew GuRREEB Doss, you 
would ſay with me, this is not a man, who 
will arraign a ſyſtem; which has natural right 
and humanity for its objects: this is a man, 
than whom humanity has not a more faithful 
advocate, and whoſe philanthropy cannot fail 
to excite the obſervation and applauſe of 
« merchants and hiſtorian philoſophers, who 
* will join hit,” in wn or en W | 
ag 87110 

Hering Laid "Uh . in PT IND 0 | 
Goxnees Doss, I ſhall lay before you the 
opinion of a friend, whom I have conſultec 
on this point, the better to enable you to 


judge how far the immediate. execution of 


your mokurrery -plan militates againſt its ul- 
timate ſucceſs; and this J the more readily 


repeat to. you, as it fully corroborates your 
own. opinion, « that the farming ſyſtem has 
** been. the ruin of Bengal.” '—His opinion is 


7 . 


F 4. ee 


- 


* rneen will, at this time, be found unalic- 
"4 2 the public 


of - * — - ; 
5 F 
< o 
5 - | 7 
E * 


| « 7225 
That although we have poſſeſſed the 


« Dewannee of Bengal with Sovereign au- 


« thority near thirty years, and thoſe very 
«valuable territories called the Ceded Lands, 
“ made over to us by MeRR JA IE R, much 
« +; 065 we are, at this time, comparative. 


« ly: ſpeaking, more ignorant of, and more 


< eſtranged from, the true value of their re- 
r very firſt year we ace 
© quired them. Of the Dewannee, I 
* could find that we had any true records: 
inf the Called Lands wa kad: but, even of 


dhe latter, ſcarce a veſtige is now. forth- | 
e coming, and of the rich Calcutta Purgun- 


«- nahs, barely two-thirds of the Mal-Ze- 


contributions of thy 
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to flate, that ede Lake was Written and 


2 


V. 


_ » cerned to find your feelings affected by the 


TWP 
to addreſſing Sir Jon SyoRE upon the ſub ena 
ject particularly treated of in that publica. WM tril 
tion. It was in conſequence of my difap. Wl cnc 
pointment at not finding your plan complete, Wl ſma 
that I took the freedom of appealing to his Ml dil 
feelings and judgment, in the cauſe of juſtice WW diat 
and 8 Entertaining, as I do, a per- con 
ſonal regard for yourſelf, and heartily con- 2 
curring with the public in applauding you WW 1 
zeal and perſeveranee, I ſhall be much con- 


on your mokurrery plan. But the cauſe is of Ml that 
too much ĩmportanee to admit of any delicacy if or q 
to individuals, whether private or public men, on. 4 


| when I conceive the happineſs of millions of I upon 
- our "pans and of their 1 hith 


prefſ 
- Your vook posted claims che merit of daily 


dung ſuggeſted to the Government abroad it im 
(page 38) * the beſt mode of raiſing a land I able 
# revenue.” According to my conception fi aud + 
| ea and © 

5 enables 


475) 


enables the ſubject to pay his aſcertained con- 


tribution with the leaſt poſſible inconveni- 

ence, and Government to collect it at the 
ſmalleſt expence, without riſque of delay or 
diappointment, and with the feweſt interme - 
date agents between the ee and the 
contributor. 


__ 6-4 7 
* * 2 > 


c 


The greater portion of * taxes «in oft, 
countries, is paid by the lower claſs of inha«+ 
bitants—by the labourer, huſbandman, and 
manufacturer. In our caſtern provinces, now 
that inland duties are aboliſhed, the land-tax, 
or quit-rent, is almoſt the only tribute levied 
on the natives. 'T his burthen falls entirely 
upon: the two. latter, whoſe abject ſtate has 
hitherto. expoſed them (as I think I have 
ſufficiently proved) to every ſpecies. of op- 
preflion n whoſe, indi 2 ee to 


it moo ble for them to waſth any rhe on 
able part of their time or property, in tedious 
and expenſive attendance upon Courts of Fuftice, 
and obliges them, therefore, cither to ſubmit 
to, or fly an, Fray cancion. and W, ra- 


n and wealthy wes vg rhe ; 


LY To the p n of this mot numerous 
and ufeful claſs oof ibjecls it is tlie firſt duty 

def Government to apply the utmoſt care and 
vigilance. So important did it appear to 
one of the ableſt of the Mogul Emperors, 
that he prefaces an edit, made for that 
ſpecial purpoſe, by a ſolemn appeaf to Heaven, 
as a witneſs for the purity” of His intentions, 
and by quotations from the Koran, I enjoin- 
' ingobedicnce to it r of both temporal 
and eternal pu „ It has been che 
conſtant boſt of the Company's adminiſtra- 
tions at Rome and abroad; that the condition 
of the "natives Sk beer greatiy Improved 
under our - The production, 
notre ver, of che principles of wur own! plan 
NOS. bebe rm 
on, 


1 That? Aurengacd, already reſtred tor eb in- A 
107g, of A. D. 1668—Rouſe,-page 800. "of; f 
1 * Of a trathi the Lord commandeth that you af with jul 
« tick and with righteodſhiefs,%=* the cath and the heavens 
W 4 


8 


ſion, that, . 
2 
much ma "ny brought. ita practi af 401 
y have been done ee though 
, yet, that 


NE * remain e, 


4 endeayoured 10 der. 
which it L mpetent it is to == in. 
gent and * s to attain ; that l e object 
2 defect in the firl it has aut 
ON ire ns 
creep Plan cola | "property's and $ 
W 3. and. aus groveded * — 
& India, in — gg gn — 
ee of — of its_teeritcry, vi 8 | 
2 ”m_ and — —— 
ts wy e. a perf | 
their delegates, _ Logds af the 1 
nh GR y aſtording a cheap, * 
2 
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|| See 
nn 1785. 9 premavent ke far Mr. 


| While the Britiſh n ſhall con- 
tinue to think with you, that a perfect analy. 
fis of the rights of theſe people is unneceſſary or 


tion of a permanent agreement with the Ze- 
mindars, I muſt beg leave, under the autho- 


rities I have already quoted, to retain my 
own + conviction, that no effectual controul 
- can ever be eftabliſhed for the protection of thei 
val: whoſe condition, every thinking 
mind muſt commulerate, - ſince it is even now 
ters is. to be the only guide in the treatment 
I n 
nN 1 _” 
. eee 3 doubt 
whether ſome (page 64) © weighty con- 
7. nne not have eſcaped your own 


__ amattamable, and therefore, that the want of 
it ought to be no bar to the immediate adop- 


F penetration. Ne v o ane ep and 
od] een, Fa N 
5 | : You 
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You ſtate 8 490 s that the ſecurity 
« of Government is in the land,” and yet 
take no effectual meaſures for protecting the 
cultivator of it in the free enjoyment of the 
fruits of his labour; (page 50) © that every 

« year increaſes confidence by length of poſ- 


« ſeſſion,” (of the village, I take for granted; 


you mean.) Will not the direct contrary 
effect continue to operate, while the cultiva- 
tor is left at the mercy of an avaricious Ze- 
mindar or his more mercenary dependant, 
vithout other office of record, — 
ligſell may chuſe to ęſtabliſb, ne WER: asf 
8. change at e * a 


Page ”Y * That the eſigek, being l. 1 
© ble to the fixed rent only, and anſwerable 
for the inſtalments, any one of them may 
* be fold; without loſs of revenue to Go- 
vernment. Are you not aware that the 
ſunſhine of patronage will build and people one 
na fartuigbt; and the frown of authority, 
ruin and depopulate the moſt extenſive in a 
twelvemonth ? Put the caſe of a village · pro- 
prietor, ” forgetting. his apparent intergi to 


# f "6 
3 


had fled from his oppreſſion, and that the 
man himſelf was ruined in conſequence : that 
Government had ſeized the village, and or- 
dered it to be fold for arrears.— His village 
is without inhabitants, his lands become 2 
deſert ! Who will give ſuch a price for the 
eſtate, as ſhall- indemnify Government for the 
balance due, and ſecure its revenue in future? 
How have you provided againſt the frequent 
inſtances of en events, which may naturally 


ee authority ? Again; 


5 have ſo maltreated has chad al of them 


ar of India, 


ſuppoſe the Zemindar of an extenſive diſtrid, 


has vaſſals only for the cultivation of one- 


n com 
them (by not renewing the annual agree- 


ment) to inhabit the villages moſt contiguous 
to his own dwelling z and that he makes 


the tr 


aver the. in 9.8 os; projet cor 


nt ſpeculator, 


3 nevertheleſs, may ind means to get 


Whence is he to 


53 raſſals to ell the lands? Will 


e, under your juſt and equitable yſter gr 


\.S 
* 98 
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ab 
* 
ſec 
* 
W 
qu 
Ze 
has 
per 
wil 
the 


Us 3 upon a ſufficient whunder: of 
emigrants from neighbouring Pergunahs, 
ſeduced by promiſes, or forced by. ill-uſage; 
to take ſhelter in his deſerted cottages ? — 
Whence elſe is Government to obtain the 
quit-rents from this ſreebuld proprietor ?; The 
Zemindar has been legally exonerated :—he 
has ſold the land ſuhject to that fixed and 
perpetual rent, charged in perpetuity: z and 
will probably, if in his er nne 
the Maltkane in 1 


i Both: — ther e af 
every village to be printed in Caloutta, and 
the deed to be ſealed and iflued by the Go: 


vernor- General in Council; and you furniſh 


us (page 22 5) with a copy of the caboolbat, 
or agreement, which, I take for granted, ib 
to be a counterpart of the co, nt. Here 
I am at a loſs. Permit me, therefore; to eil 
quire, whether this rent roll of the exact 
* funk each mar is te pay,” be meat mere 
an enumeratiom ef the Begalis, as mentibned 
in the cabooleat draft, with tlie fixed g 
n r 


\ contain, 


4 . 


. 3 
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contain, his account of the preſent numbe: 
of copyholders and other tenants who inhabit 
the place, and of their exiſting engagements 
with the Izardar? If the former, it can 
hardly be expected to convey much correct, 
and, therefore, but little material information; 
if the latter, it may indeed ſtate the preſent 
value of the property; but that value, as you 
obſerve, muſt vary continually, while the 
| Ryots are ſubject to annual changes in the 
rent demanded. The proprietor (page 54) 
2 "Tg upon profit from ſurplus col- 
4 leQtions,: will have ſtated: the preſent below 

their real amount, and probably regulate 
< his future demand, as he may perceive the 
% Ryot exerting more or leſs induſtry and 
+ 2 Where then is the ; ſtimulus to 
* labour and ingenuity ?” It is true, that in 
| your anſwer to Mr. SyoRE's objection, you 
ſuggeſt that (page 1050. *« perhaps it were a 


«« proper law, to prohibit under leaſes for leſs 


e than five, or or ſeven, or ten years 3" but no 
ſuch clauſe appears i in the covenant; on the 
contrary, the proprietor promiſes (Art. VI.) 
to * without . or ceſſes, whatever 

ES engage- 


3 * gs * 1 
8 7 * Too "7 Hes 46558 3 3 : / 


engigement# in money; or kind, (page 22 5) 
« 2re mutually entered into at the beginning 
# of the year, with the ſatis faction of the 
4 Ryots. He appears no more bound to 
renew but to his own ſatisfaction, than the 
Ryot to engage upon terms he difapproves:' 
he may, therefore, otiſt the Ryot without 
ceremony, at his pleaſure. But it may poſs" 
fbly be replied 5. 58) * it is not the pro- 
* prietor's intereſt to diſpoſſeſs his 'tenavt; 
ad the plan relies upon this; true—but how 
often do we fee men miſta ing their real in- 
rreſt, and facrificing it to prejudice; orreſents 
nent? It: is the intereſt of every ene in 
beiety to act by the golden rule, to do as 
be would be done by: änd if every one acted | 
upon this principle, aws Would be totally 
uſeleſs. The depraved practice of mankind; 
however, has ſhewn their abſolute neceſſity; 
a well for protecting the property as the por. 
fons vf every man en 15 neig TOE" 1 
91 lt 3 | q om yd. 
You! ſtate the number ef een at preſent 
neceſſary to watch the farmer, and keep the 
— accounts, as exceſſi ve and uſeleſs ; 
3 and 


Wager 5 
ob. 3 $I ER 7 


* 
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and produce inſtances | of fall 8 * 
breaches of truſt, as an argument for withdrau- 


ing all public records whatever. How will it be 


exer. poſhble afterwards, for any under-tenant 
to prove his title? If theſe records are to 
remain in the hands of the village proprietor 
only, ether. titles of a prior date to. that of 
_ tho claimant, may be {et up in oppoſitionto 
his. right, which eee, Ff an 


ner 1 


Ial Ryotty „ 
tation, printed, ſtampt, and ſealed in triplicate, 
and ſigned by the Engliſh collector ;. one copy 
depoſited in the audallut, another given to 
the Ryot, and the third to the Zemindar, no 
eonfuſon would happen; all complaints might 
decided; and the progreſſive im- 


provement. or decreaſe; of culture and popu- 
lation be annually aſcertained. If every 


Ryot was confirmed. in a 7 ent title, 
by the poſſeſlign of one of theſe Pottas, 
and his (page 24) “ rights ad 


. . the en 1 by 
| Scrafton 


* 


Ryot ſecure. | 


2 
IN 922 oo Fo.” £Y 5 * 
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Scrafton & as 1 governed former prac- 
tice) . and every village proprietor was bound to 
grant one, when 2 at the eftabliſhed 
rent, payable in money, no Ryot would part 
with ſuch a voucher but for the value re- 
ceived ; he would know the extent of his 
Jumma ; and having paid it, would enjoy the 
whole ſurplus of his bours - in peace and 
ſecurity f. 


— 


The Report of the Committee of Direc- 
tors, quoted by AsiaTicus, in the ſame 
paper with your letter to me, is, indeed, 5 
performance which does credit to that body, 
inaſmuch as it ſhews, that they have paid 
= attention to this important object of their 

The ſentence he adduces, appears 
We to want a little explanation. 18 


FX Shew me this FTI eſtabliſhed benen in the Cabooleat 
and Sunnud, and then, but not till then, can Tanker the 


i 3 4 Refer to Thoughts 38. 
t Thus far only appeared in the Chronicle; the reſt was 

| luſpended by the preſſure of the calamitous occurrences which 
brought on the preſent war, and was ſome months afterwards 
neten 7 | 


© 8 9+ 


« By tho regulations carrying | into 5 in 


« the provinces, the landholder, feeling that 
« he has a permanent intereſt in the ſoil, and 


4e ig 10 longer ſubject to the rapacious exac- 


e tions of a revenue-farmerF will be induced 
« to ſtimulate the Ryot to exert the utmoſt 
« of his {kill and induſtry, in effecting im- 
4 provements, the fruits of which he will 
&« now enjoy in ſafety, and, which the former 
„ em tended rather to diſcourage than excite.” 
And here I beg leave to obſerve to Ax Tus, 
that the concluding part of the above quotation 
from ſuch competent authority, muſt remove 
all his doubts of tbe hy ad of oppreſſion to 
tbe e . bour. 


a F take lowe to aſk, whather the 
Directors themſelves are yet complete maſters 


of the ſyſtem they ſo highly commend ? for, 


if ſo, both you and I are miſinformed as to 
the real * adopted by. Government. 


' Whois this Landholder, who henceforth 
is to have the permanent intereſt in the ſoil? 
not the Zemindar, for he was always inde- 
pendent of the farmer: not the Ryot, for he 


V ſubject to the ſtimulus of the Land- 
holder q 


Pty) 


ox Por Shine then can the Ryot be ſecured | 
in the enjoyment of the fruits of his labour, 
while another has permanent poſſeſſion of the 
land which produces them? 


Who then is this new perſonage brought 
into the Drama? with what- privileges and 
authority is he to be endowed ? in what man- 
ner is he placed under. the controul of Go- 
vernment ?' how far is he independent of, or 
ſubject to the influence of the Zemindar ? 


Theſe avetlions require explicit anſwers, 
and the production of the plan itſelf, as well 
as of your regulations (which you ſay have 
been adopted by Government) before any 
juſt confidence can be placed in them, as 
affording the beſt mode of raifing a land reve- 
ne, and protecting the Subjects of our * 


provinces from extortion, . 


Nothing would be eaſier than ſtill more to 
implify the collections, by demanding them 
of four or five great Rajahs, inſtead of col- 
lecting the revenue from the Zemindars and 
proprietors of each village: this method 
OE DIM a pletely abridge detail, and leave 

; 8 * | 7 


N 


the Governor Generel and the wg 
Board * free from all correſpondence of 
farming. But, give me leave to exact 
your candid opinion, whether the adoption of 
it would effectually protect the ſubject in 
his individual rights, or ſecure to Govern- 
ment the punctual payment of its Revenues 
and a juſt ſubordination in ſociety? 


A detail there muft ever be in all ſyſtems of 
taxation, and no Government can exiſt with- 
out one: in your's, it is propoſed to deſcend 
only to the proprietors of villages ;* in my 
opinion, it ſhould go to the humbleſt renter 
of a fiſh-ſtall, or Government can never re- 
dreſs the complaints, or effectually protect 
the rights of each order of ſociety. When 
once properly regulated, all this may be con- 
ducted without embarraſſment or confuſion, 
and will require nothing more than integrity 
and conſtant attention. Contemplate only 
the intricate accounts of our exciſe, our land- 
tax, and our pariſh rates—THEY © ARE 80 
2 eln, AS 70 PRODUCE THEIR OWN 
* - % DpPECT.' 
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only Zemindars, independent Talockdars and Landbolder 
! paying revenue to Government," GO 
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7 n Tbe collections, except in a 
ſingle inſtance, are made from the individual 


who pays, and yet every one knows the 
amount of his contingent, and Government 


the quantum expected from: him. 


I ſhould be extremely. any to ſee the ex- 
periment of farming the poſt- tax here, car- 
ned into general practice; convinced, as I 
am, that it muſt inevitably introduce, in & 
proportionate degree, the ſame fraud, collu- 
fon and oppreffion, which yer ann in our 
Aſiatic dominions, 7 


'You admit, that a PR inveſtigation” 


has not yet taken place. I hope you are by 
this time convinced, that @ complete analy/is 


i indiſpenſably neceſſary, previous to reform and 


permanent regulation. The rights of the na- f 
tive cultivators, now in poſſeſſion of the land, 


28 well by poſitive as by preſcriptive tenures, 
have not yet been ever minutely inquired 
into. The Zemindars, you ſay, are to be 
e Ao ee | 
e it fully W what * 
of 


— Mr, — back. 


Dr 
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of it their fore-fathers may have alienated by 
Ryotty Pottahs, (in perpetuity) with and with. 


out the ſanction of former ag 


The Talookdars, it is ee ee care 


to eſtabliſh their claims; but many of them are 
to be left under the influence of the Zemin- 

dars. The inferior copy-holders, and the 
annual (vagrant) renters, are even to be de- 
prived of the Cannongoẽ - Office, which though 
carious tenures : their only remaining ſecurity 


now is, to depend upon the promiſe of an inte- 


reſted landlord, that he will not exact more 
«* of them at the end af the year, than he 
Y 33725, cpa NT ogg for 
"Tn Ron.” 


plan imperfect, and pregnant with opportuni- 


ties of fraud and corruption, though framed, 
as I am fully perſuaded it has been, with the 


pureſt and moſt liberal intentions : nor can 1 


be induced to change my ſentiments, without 
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e hitherto been o produced in its fa- 


your. 


a 


1 Leyte « can diſcern 1 no material Miference * 


| between the old and the new ſyſtem, except 


the interpoſition of another party between 
Government and the people, who for ſome 
time paſt haye been free from the induenes - 
of many of the Zemindars. Adopting the 
meim. generally, that © whateyer is beſt 

* adminiſtered is the beſt, I can readily 
conceive all the beneficial effects your letter 


exults in, to have followed as the natural 


conſequences of your own care and atten- 
tion to the execution of your plan within 
your own juriſdiction: but I muſt ſtill enter- 
tain my ſuſpi picions, of the ſame beneficial 
effects accruing from an immediate introduc- 
tion of ĩt into all the diſtricts: and that when- 
ever hereafter there may be a relaxed Go- 
vernment, a corrupt Colle Cor, an imbecile or 
a rapacious Zemindar, that every oppreſſion 
which formerly afflicted the lower claſs of 
natives, they will again be ſubje& to, in as 
great, or greater degree than ever. | 


I can 


a + 


E can by no m means admit with "RY | 
that Sir C. W. B. Rouse has proved the 
Ryots to be mere tenants for a term: on the 


contrary, I conſider that Gentleman's whole 


Chain of reaſoning, in favor of that poſition, 
to have been completely refuted by the very 
firmaun which he has tranſlated and pro- 
duced at the end of his book, in its ſupport, 


But even the derifion of this Important point 


merges, and becomes no longer of moment, 


if the Government is © free to chuſe” for 
India what conſtitution It finds moſt conve- 


. I truſt, however, that if the Board of Con- 
troul, or the Miniſter for India, has really 
aſſumed a power fo incompatible with the 
principles of Britiſh freedom,—the exerciſe of 
"which involves a duty more alarming and 
f tremendous than is poſſeſs'd by any deſpotic 


Sovereign in Europe, Ruſſia alone excepted; 


that, whoever may preſume to graſp it, wil 
have ſeriouſly reflected upon the importance 
of the meaſure he is about to adopt : that 
be is determining upon the rights and happi- 


neſs 


ible for this facred truſt, if not to the Dk 
ſature of the mother country, yet to his own 
conſcience, and to a ſtill higher tribunal: 
and, therefore, ſince the meaſure was originally. 
adopted, by way of experiment, for a determĩ- 
nate period; fince many of the Zemindars, 
who are to be the, principal. parties intereſted, 
appear hitherto averſe to adventuring upon 
it in perpetuity, ; and that no material objec- 
ve- ton has been ſtated, to waiting the reſult of 
a temporary trial, during which time the 
noſt minute and comprehenſive analyſis of 
on- our poſſeſſions might eaſily be obtained 
ally from theſe conſiderations, it is ardently hoped, 
the i that the Miniſter will think it prudent to 
e of ll pauſe, and make uſe of the intervening pe- 
and WW riod, in obtaining that "information, which 
otic both Sir Jon SyoRE and the Board of Re- 
ted; venue have deemed indiſpenſably eſſential, to 
will the attainment of thoſe happy conſequences 
ance WW which were expected by Lord ConnwaLLIs 
that WW and' yourſelf, from the immediate Is. or 
ppi- WW your reſolutions in perpetuity. e 
nels EN ; Meaning 
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ing Ware chan 
my own feelings in a cauſe. 
. - them in the extreme, I 
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Wc character which I have aflumed of | 
of Vaqueel, for our poor, oppreſſed fellow 
dubzects, the Ryots of Beugal, Behar, and 
Benares, renders it an indiſpenſable duty, 
that I neglect nothing which appears likely 
to affiſt the cauſe I have eſpouſed. My 
clients are the millions; from whoſe © aggre- 
gite labour, the ſplendor of our Govern- 
ment, and the unrivalled ſuperiority of our 
Eaſtern Commerce, draw all their reſources. 
I am obliged, therefore, to make farther 5 
ef your publication. % obES ET 2 ny ante 


' 


Your - intelligent eral Peer (quoted 


page 26 of the introduction to Reſources) in 


bu pi dated a is 24 ſt of . oy 


* * 3 
4 : 8 ed 1; > i J 
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9 » Ambaſſador, Patron, Solicitor. 
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| juſtly obſerves, that * the policy by whic 
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< theſe provinces have been governed, ſince 


they yielded to our controul, appears of al! 


others the leaſt advantageous to Great. 
1 . e to this 


1 p * wy. .# 
* 


Ko 8 . Eindooſta, 
2 ao are but few ; and that” (himſelf 
uating) -** beyond the attainment of mere 
Nees ice, which in this fruitful and geil 
e e acquired, the maſs of in- 


7 habitants will never Iabour for the poſlefſio 
5 of the luxories, or even. what we 


_ 


S conveniencies of life. — — 


ET l i far this keln * me leave to alt, 
that a A Britiſh Government is adviſed, to con- 


tinue the lower claſs of inhabitants of a great 
and populous territory, in ſuch'a ſtate of ab- 
je dependence and vaſallage, that they fhul 
not dare to iſfue - a, groan which ſhall be 

© heard?” Is it for this reaſon, that no at- 


condition and relative ſituation of the labourer 


m 


„„ 


1 


ind the huſbandman, to the cine claſſes of 
ſociety ; that-they are indiſcriminately, as far 


nee 

dat leaſt as their property is concerned, to be 
ate diſpoſed of in whole villages; like the peaſants 
this of Hungary and Ruſſia, and that even the num- 


ber of ſlaves which inhabit them are not to 
be taken account of in valuing the cape? 


Shall it-continie to be the ſcandal REY re- 
proach of our Government, that while * 


-nial « there are ſcarce two gentlemen in the ſer- 
in- „vice (ſtrange, if this 3e true !) who ex- 
Ton BY © aQtly agree, either as to the rights of the 


© Zemindars, the quantum of revenue which 
* the country ought to pay, or as to the beſt 
e PERIOD FOR WHICH THE LAND OUGHT 
* To BE*LEASED? for the mutual advan- 
etage of the natives and the Company 
that the advantage of the ſuperior natives 
only ſhould have been the object of enquiry ? 
and, that the attempt to eſtabliſh at the ſame 
Ke t the. caſe, . and 1 of he 


I * 
” — _ * 
1 R _ 
<- 8 
„ F 
, 1 k 
1 4 4 f f . * 
= . * 7 8 * 
* , 
0 1 1 . - 

. + 

o 

o 


= x 0 Ee . 5 f BT 250 Fl 5 8 | * ; 
"OM Me, aig, ee” 
f 


* 


time to make another appeal; 
tigate, 
<< pIGHT” of the Company to diſpoſe thus 


6 
as e Ws ſuperfluous labour, by the 


Whole body of revenue ſervants upon the 


Bengal Eſtabliſhment, and their intereſts left 
to the tedious and expenſive protection of the 


Audulluts, or r the Caprice of the Zemindars? 


If this has ty been the caſe, it is high 
and to inveſ- 
in the cauſe of humanity, the 


of the labour and property of our felloy 
creatures; who, however far removed from 
ourſelves by ſituation, religion, manners, and 


cuſtoms, are, nevertheleſs, entitled as fellow 
 Jubjefts,' to ſhare in the benefits of the Britiſh 


Conſtitution—at the leaſt, to enjoy unmo- 
leſted liberty and e in common n Wit 
ourſelves. 1 


— 


But, waving for the preſent, the queſtion 


of Right; your own correſpondent has ably 
ſhewn the Impolicy of withholding the power 
of bettering their condition, from the lower 
' claſſes of ſociety,—* The experience of paſt 
4 _ contradids the 288 that they will 


6 never 


never 


© duce of ** H 


5 plan.“ 


* ; = 


never labour to attain- poſſeſſion of the con- 
« yeniencies and luxuries of life, for be 
« wants of all men encregſe in proportion to tbein 
« means, and every new enjoyment 16 the Tauren 


| Ws a new n { 


+ 
* F 
4 | * * 


1 ene zhem) (be: ein to the 
a Hindooſtanny the product of his labour and 
* ingenuity ; teach him to exchange the ſur- 
„plus for his own benefit in multiplying 
„his enjoyments; and, I hazard little in 
« afirming, that his propenſities will be found 
« ſimilar-to thoſe of mankind in general, not- 
« withſtanding the influence of an enervating 
climate and tyrannical religion. What a 
proſpect does this open to the conſumption 
« of the manufactures of Great- Britain, 
provided they could be int oduced at a 
teaſonable rate, and 1 5 for with 18 ee 5 


3 728 IT 
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ou fell us, a little dogmatically, that 
* Government have adopted your mocurrery | 
It may poſſibly, then, be too late 
to expect a e of i it, or T ſhould take the | 
„ + 


* 


e od 


( 100) 
liberty of refering the Board of Controul ti 
the ſentiments of people upon the ſpot, ap: 
parently well informed, and candid in theit 
| decifion, who o could not be deterred from 
publiſhing their opinions, and reaſoning with 
the Adminiſtration abroad, upon every part 
of the e . and e regula: 


. By 4 


e the. "COM of 


© Inveſtigator,” 5 the Calcutta Magazine 


for December laſt, diſcuſſes with great free- 
dom the right of Goyernment to decide upon 
the queſtion ; and points out the groſs incon- 
ſiſtency of ſubſequent interference and regu- 
lation, after having abandoned the landed pro- 
e AS: e 1 


b or theſe regulations,” viz, to wel. 
the ornt-ſive * or eſtates a alien: ted 


rep Fenn * news · papers, who are 
ſuppoſed to publiſh under particular patronage, refuſed to ioſert 
the letters of < Agricola,” another writer upon this ſubjeft 
who, therefore, has printed a pamphlet diſcuſſing it at large, 
under the title of © General Qbſervations, as to the Mode of 
„ eee in Bengal, Behar, and 
& Qrifa,” | 


eee, 


"04 


out any” reſerve of land-tax or quit-rent, he 
obſerves, that they are not the leſs ex- 
« ceptionable, becauſe Government have not 


« propoſed” any material pecuniary advan- 
tage to themſelves by the adoption of thom, | 


but becauſe they have held out an adyan- 


* tage to a few individuals, which ought to 
* haye been extended to every landholder 
* from "the Zemindar to the Ryot.— Indeed, 
* it is the Ryot who ſuffers moſt ar preſent ; 

* for whatever formerly was the uſage, at 
* preſent (under the mocurrery plan!) 
e 8 OL PEA 


. 
; 47 
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This writer ſer 0 not to eden fn 


le face of the executive Government, rh 
the fact is, a groſs miſtake has been com- 


* mitted, in declaring the Zemindar to be 
« proprietor of the ſoil in virtue of his being 
8 Zemindar; a miſtake, as unneceffary as it 
* now proves a ſtumbling block to them- 
* ſelves. Whatever might have been their 
rights, they had ſo long been denied the 
if * exerciſe 65 hw the my would willingly 


* have | 


(102 ) 


te have ſubſcribed to almoſt any terms-.which 
< ſhould have been tendered and it is highly 
te to be regretted, that explicit ones had not 
te been previouſly drawn up. For now Go- 
<*-yernment appear to infringe. privileges and 
<« rights conferred by themſelves. The mea- 
e ſiue was clearly wrong timed : We have 
«© now made the Zemindar's intereſi to oppaſe 
dc our own, and that, of the country at large. 
c E, Government would have been fully juſti- 
60 fied, in making it a matter of favor inſtead 
« of right —inſtead of its being an injurious 
cc and moſt beneficial that ba: been taken fence 
* our acceſſion of the Dewanny. It is an in- 
© controvertible inſtance of a , precipitatin 

* which has marked many of our meaſures.* 
© It could have required but little reflection 


or penetration, to foreſce that we were ty- 
ing up our own hands. It will anſwer but 


« little purpoſe to urge, that if the Zemin- 
6c 00 were the e of the ſoil, that 


IK "ood Govern- 


q . 4 


1 Ns idea, 3 appeared pregnant with fil | 


kreater evils : ſee the proclamation which concludes this ſubject, 
for the precautions ſince taken to remedy the conſequences at 


this, apparently neceſſary, determination. 


® Government were bound in duty to ac- 
4 knowledge them as ſuch: becauſe, not on- 
« ]y our own conduct during theſe twenty- 
« five or twenty-ſix years, but that of the 
« former Sovereigns of the country, has been 
% ſuch, as to render it @ greater injuſtice to 
« admit their claims in the unqualified node we 


«© hade done, than it would have been to 


«acknowledge them under expreſs reſtric- 
« trons and limitations, or even than wholly de- 
« nying them. The moſt that can be ad- 
« yanced in its favor, is, that it was intend- 
« ed well, but was not ſufficiently digeſted 
*to anſwer its end.” 


I have already, Sir, borne concurrent teſti 


mony with this ſagacious obſerver, as to the 


purity of your intentions; and heartily ap- 
plaud thoſe of Earl CoRnwALL1s, and of 
the Miniſtry here, who have at his inſtance 
ſent orders, however prematurely, for con- 
firming this arrangement. But, after what 
has been expoſed of the inefficacy and num- 
berleſs deſtructive conſequences of rendering 
the plan, in its preſent ſtate, perpetual ; I 


5 
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3 tor aa mi: 
j * 4 
1 63 * 3 
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| coſingh | prevail u © we to abandon the 

' hope, that the N h irrevocable fiat may 
yet be arreſted; and, fince the agreement 
itſelf, as you have ſhewn, was expreſsly con- 
ditional, thatits confirmation will be ſuſpended, 


until complete inveſtigation ſhall have ena- 
bled the Indian Adminiſtration to diſpenſe 


ample and impartial juſtice and protection to every 


claſs of the natives: among whom, thoſe 


who molt particularly ſtand in need of relief, 
are the, till now, negleQed and poo 
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will doubtleſs have attracted your ſerious at- 
tention ; ſince the ſubje& they treat of, not 
only involves the welfare and happineſs, but 
the rights and privileges of your Indian ſub- 
jets, as well as the credit of your govern- 


ment and the permanent proſperity of your. 
poſſeſſions there. | 
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From a peruſal of thoſe letters, in have 


peared, un 


222 


contradicted : 
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* A ſingle 
5 597 evidence, 


of |. $35 34. 


my # 
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© NF 
evidence, that a very great majority of the 


natives of that country, Are totally neglected 


by the lately eſtabliſned Revenue Plan, and 


abandoned to theit deſtiny as mere vaſſals of | 
the Zemindars. And this, in the face of 2 


ſolemn Ad of the Legiſlature, o which expreſc 


ordained, that your Court ſhould forth- 


« with enquire xg and fully inveſtigate, 
the grievances and oppreſſions, and all cir- 


*« .cumſtances relative thereto, which had un- 


10 juſtly deprived of, or compelled to abandm 
© ond relinguiſh their lands,” not only © the 
„ Rajahs, Zemindars, Polygars and Talook- 
„ dars, but all other native Landholden 
5 ug * within: ie Bft territories in India.” 


5 ty: the fame af, 


*« effectually to redreſs the ſame, in ſuch 
* manner as ſhall be conſiſtent with juſtice, 
and the laws. and cuſtoms. of the. country 


. and to ſettle and permanently eſtabliſh 


- upon principles of moderation, according i 
* the Laws and . 9 5 India, the 


1 * 6. EY Sed. 39. 
* The natives ought not to be . by the Jaw 
3 Lind's opinion, Brace, 480 p. 7 9 * 


: 


177 „ 


el 
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n permanent males by which their reſpedtive 
« tributes, rents and ſervices ſhall in future 
t he meu and nn to > the United __ 


re 12 5 1 


Mr. Robex, a een pen to 
clear the ground, and perhaps an abler ſervant 
could not have been ſelected for the purpoſe, 
has certainly failed in eſtabliſhing the Zemin- 
dars as the proprietors of the land by heredi- 
tary tenure. On the contrary, Mr. GxAnT's 
aſſertion remains unvontradicted by evidence, 
that N the Nizam's country, where ſtronger 
veſtiges remain of the ancient laws and cuſ- 
in nn the Prince and the Huj- 
. 12 „ bandman 


F ˙· oo 
| that of the Mahomedan Conquerors have been ſtill more ſo; 
and yet both have preſerved the rights of the Zemindars and 
«of the Ryots. And ſo far were the Ryots from conſidering 
this ſpecies of government to be an evil, they looked up to it 
* 28 the only one which could protect them againſt the oppreſ- 
„ann Zemindars and inferior officers : therefore any 

inmature plan of reſormatiom, foreign to the character of the 
 prople, rmay have a tendency to. deprive Great Britain of its 
new dominions.” Ibid. p. 78. | 


The natives un me lng n- our f 


PEN”; 


( 108 ) 


bandmmm are the only proprietors : the Soma. 
dars, and other intermediate characters, are 
merely farmers of the revenues: as deſcribed 
in the letter upon Bengal Conſultations, dated 
the 5th of June, 1776, and adduced by & 
Committee of your on Court, in their able 
report * che culture of er FA 


" Alkhough & this i nd the its 
unpoſed by the Act of Parliament aboe 
| cited, may ſeem . to. have been afterwards 
weakened by the fixth ſection of the ſame 
act, which places the ** ſuperintendener, di- 
<« rection and controul over all matters of 
” revenue in the Board of . Commiſſioners,” 
F yet, ſo long as the Company retain poſſeſſion 

of the territory, and enjoy the benefits of the 
tevenue which it yields, 1 ſhould preſume, 
that vrith you, in part at leaſt, muſt reſt the 
reſponſibility for any breach of this act of 
che Legiſlature, as well as for the <conſe- 


WE of a meaſure which appears to be 


/ puſhed forwards with unneceflary preeipita- 
N tion, >> oh the conviction of 15 very perſon 


„ who 
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6 1090 
3 fk boon ap )pointed Governor General 
for the purpoſe of n it into effect. 


— 


I truſt, therefore, es you will continue to 
regard, as part of your moſt important duty; 
2 minute attention to every meaſure which 
promiſes, in the ſmalleſt degree, to affect the 
intereſt of the Company or its ſubjects : and 
for this reaſon, be inclined to think favour- 
ably of every attempt to elucidate: a _—_—_ 
ſo highly important to both. 55 


* 


. 5 Gunners Doss. 
15th Nov. 1792 
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2 4 Of Government the properties Cunſold - | 
May ſeem in me affecting ſpeech and diſcourſe, 
Since I am not to know that your own ſcience | 
© Exceeds in this the lifts of all advice.” Ws Fes 


2 > * 
; ; 
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Miniſter of Great- Britain, if the above quo- 
tation did not better apply to you than to th 
"outils 
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I ſhould have little proſpect of benefit to 
my clients, from this addreſs to the India 


— 
/ 
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| Whoever has taken the trouble of peruſing 
your report to the Honſe of Commons upon 
India affairs, or has heard you when they 
have been the ſubje& of debate, muſt readily 
admit, with me, that ſcarcely any man in 
this kingdom, who has not ſerved in that 
country, has taken equal pains, or endea- 
vored more to qualify himſelf than you have 
done, for the high and important ſtation 
which you fill i in that men Ve 2 tne 


It muſt alſo be e to your 
honor, that no part of the duty of that ſta- 
tion, ſeems more to have engaged your at- 
tention, than the perfecting a ſyſtem for col- 
lecting the revenues of our territorial poſ- 


ſeſſions there. Your choice of an old revenue 


ſervant as the firſt Secretary to the Board of 
Controut, indicated an early conviction of the 
neceſſity and importance of obtaining every 
Ps information N 908 hs Hook : 


Abe inden den -abrogd w Ian! 5 
. at his nomination to the ſu- 


preme e afford another inſtance 
| 4 ny, "gh FT "Os 


112 1 


r "% d ; 
1 * 
. 


of the ſame perſeveting application: to it. * 


The world, thetefore, will be doing you but 
barely juſtice, in admitting, that no attention 
has been ſpared, no meaſure neglected, which 
appeared likely to obtain the moſt minute and 
accurate information, in their power to give, 


from the official revenue ſervants formerly, 


and till u dow, e by the EIS 


We Ak Tran told by yourk:f at the cloſe 


of laſt ſeſſion, that a plan had been framed, 
and put in practice by way of experiment, 
which having met with the approbation of 
the Government-general, your meant- to ren- 
der permanent throughout the * unde 
the e eee NT 


- We . lately bot - told hs the 


principal framer of this plan, that the fiat 


bas att e eee 


We were GP old; ths Sir 8 benz 
had . 
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carrying this. plan. into general practice, and 
eſtabliſhing ĩt in perpetuity. If all this be 
really fact, the die is caſt ; the nnn 
oy Ly _— the ſhaft.” — 


We . den allo a in 1 ſame AA - 


zraph with the laſt article of intelligence, 


that no two gentlemen in the ſervice agreed 
either as to the rights of the Zemindars, _ 
the quantum of revenue which the country 

ought to pay, or as to the period for which 
the land ought to be leaſed, for the mutual | 
n of. the natives and the me. 1 8 


11 has thi Gi 1 to cut the | 
gordion knot, which, though it might not 
have been expected you yourſelf ſhould have 


been able to untie; yet ſurely,.a reaſonable - 


hope might have been entertained, that ſome 
of the many profeſſional men whom you have 
conſulted, would have been competent to 
ae at ge i. not entirely. to Gs: * 


15 am not i: this: letter to call.; in- 


. 
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queſtion the aſſertion, he ever bold and. ex- 


Ace moſt expedient fo our alen province : 
nor to arraign the legiſlature, if it be fo, for ch 
having with ſeeming indifference, committed WW gr 
fach unbounded and unconſtitutional ys * 
e 2 of 

hay 


es en pad a as ay 
Wes indiferimitere cnnfies upon the ſer- pra 
_ vice, for having overlooked what I am non i 
 Kying before you. My bufineſs is with the i x 
meaſure and its probable confequences, not 
with any ſet of men, or the * full 


Zh OE eee . 3 eff 


; . I hae per 
n not merely in my own 
ere but from the moſt 1— 


ne he inning ome ther, 
and happineſs to the lower claſs of the natives upo1 
„ protecting them in their jut W my. 
knights and property againſt the apprehended I the 


in eee 
Fg There 
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A I think at leaſt, 1 
that, however widely Gentlemen may have 
diſagreed as to the rights of the ſuperior 
claſs, the Zemindars ; yet, that certain neceſ- 
ary, indefeafible rights and privileges apper- 
tain to the Ryot, Huſbandman, or Cultivator 
of the ſoil, which are univerſally admitted to 
have been hitherto held ſacred, as far back as 
any trace has been Unn6249 vain Weg, ern um 


. 


© Even Mr. Rovsz a dee mts 
* preſcriptive titles,” which he leaves in their 
full force, though he diſputes the poſitive 
effect of exiſting written conveyances or pot- 
tas ; of which . laſt, however, every other 
perſon, and the Firmaun he 1 
e the Keke | 


1 6 4 hs PTY ae ans YI 
there ever ſhould have den two m SEN 
upon the ſubject ; and I am confi * is 
my own, by what en e in re 


F 5 
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0 Had 


(wy 


* Had be enquiries of Government, as [ 
have already urged elſewhere, began with 
the loweſt claſs of ſociety ; the eſtabliſhment 
of its juſt rights, if any ſuch rights attach to 
that claſs, would have decided this otherwiſe 
inexplicable problem, the rights of the higher 
claſſes, and of courſe of the Zemindars : For, 
if it appear that the Ryots have any inde- 
feafible- or ' preſcriptive right to permanent 
poſſeſſion of the ſoil, while they continue ta 
cultivate it, that right muſt be conſiſtent and 
compatible with the rights and privileges of 
_ Te WY ber re e | 


9 « 


1 n er Wen miſt be bra, XI chi 
geh required previous and minute in- 
on; and if it be ſound not yet 
have taken place, the adoption of any * 
in perpetuity, muſt of conſequence be pre- 
an imperfect, and hazardous in the ex- 
reme. I again repeat this : argument, which 
certainly merits your moſt ſerious confidera- 
tion; becauſe it is important, in the firſt 


place, to the credit of ypur adminiſtration, 
this Government ſhould be clear as to this 


5. 


(197 J 
point, ſince it involves the ſucceſs of the 
meaſures dependent upon it; but it is of yet 
more importance to the millions whoſe hap- 
pineſs or miſery, and that of their deſcendants, | 
han 85 on * ifſue 1 yur final determination. 


Many other 8 obtrude them 
ſelves on my mind, which happily, if they 
occur to you, may ſerve the cauſe I am 
aint 1 will We AD one of thee. w 


In thi mode here humbly ſu . for the 
redreſs of their grievances, the Title-Deed or 
Pottah of every individual Ryot will be con- 
ſtantly before the Collector or Revenue Ma- 


giſtrate 3 the total quit- rent of each village ä | 


be aſcertainable, and all charges of collection 
avoided, or averaged to the tenant or future 
proprietor; ſo that, as often as Government 
may decide upon granting any local remiſ- 
ſion (which from the nature of the caſe muſt 
perpetually happen- in ſome part or other of 
the provinces) the relief may then be applied 
direct, where only it is eſſentially neceſſary, 
not to the Zemindar or great Renter, but 70 

EIT 3 152% W 


| We 118 ) 
the Ryot or tiller of the foi. 


When I am ſhewn any practicable, or even 
poſſible, method of effecting a complete aſ- 
ſeſſment of the land, and bringing home 
cheap redreſs and equitable remiſſion (when 

the latter can be afforded) to the * chupper 
of the indigent and induſtrious huſbandman 
of Bengal; I ſhall be ready to apologize for 
_ theſe efforts in their favor ; and, at any rate, 
I ſupport myſelf againſt the charge of having 

' officiouſly intruded my opinion upon my ſupe- 
- riors, by the ſatisfaction I feel in having at- 
_ tempted to ſuggeſt a good one: I rely, there- 
22 on the motive nn manner of 
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pe- . Nibil bumoni a me alienun peut, WE 


re- This trite ſentiment af the Poet, has. No- 
bably contributed more than any other of his 
numberleſs beauties, to the name. of 
Terence to immortality. You, Sir, have de- 
oss. ¶ ſerved till better of mankind, inaſmuck ad 
the practice of virtue exceeds the precept. 
Amidſt the bright chara@ters which adore 

the Britiſh Senate, I can no where, therefore, 

with fo much propriety, addreſs myſelf. as. fa 
ö e 


oY 
es, 


you, for an advocate to plead the cauſe of the 


the really helpleſs and deplorable ſituation in bled 


| without hope of redemption, by the Revenue heh 
Plan, which is ſaid- to have lately received i 


% 
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3 and Pars or end *the Ryo 


In a ſeries of Leiters, through the channe 4 
of this uſeful - paper, 1 have. endeavoured if 


(perhaps to ſome it may appear, with prolix 8 
importunity) to impreſs on the public mind, hor 


which theſe people ſeem likely: to be left, i 58. 


the anden u of * for its adoption 
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— of this men ene; in "the cauſe 
f humanity, cannot have eſcaped your vigi- 
lant and diſeriminating attention; nor have 
r "tlie Wirmeſ J 


2 42 2 - 1 we. 


25 * „ . hb * — 


1 9 you to een . it is 6M LoR 
b malignity of an envious mind, nor of L 
the peceviſh'captiouſneſs* of diſappointed am- than 
8 * ha dickated thele" exertions; Vith 


Y „ | | but 


% 


with only the 


1 


but an irkſome ſolicitude for the qroſprrity.ct 
my country, and for the heppineſs. of my 


fellow; creatures; inceſſantly goading me on td 


ane in the cauſe 1 Hale undertaken. 
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Had yeu been as often ine 4.) I have, 
to the miſery and diſtteſs of the, claſs of mer 
for whom I interoede, your heart would have 
bled, as much ſor the depravity of their na 
tive Oppreſſors, as in, pity for cke objects of | 
e NE il eee 
wilt v6 Aden e eee e 

but I will not riſque doing injury to my 
canſe,. by an attempt to wache the vivid 
oolours of 4 ſhocked imagination. What 1 
bare already brought in proof, will ſufficient- 
ly exhibit the condition o of the poorer natives 
of ur eaſterti provitices 4, Böll what they 
e been, and what they . 

A negro" e in. the Taal bf Granada, 
Log 'D Men deſeribed to the Fee 
of Loch. to de in a more 'enviabls ituation 
than the common labourer of England. 


But, 
e eee. the 
tt of 16 2 075 Im 
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Ryvt of Bengal is to be ſubjected for ever fo 


arbitrary and undefined claims, and in fact en. 
joys no property he can call his own. While 
the negro (in that iſland his Lordſhip ſtates) 
« is very comfortable; for in general he is 
ell fed, well cloathed, taken care of when 
he is ſick, every thing provided for him; 

there is no nen of creditors' 3 and 


> condition | excluſive of his being ahve 
cc ſentiment which few negroes feel, render 
« his ſituation perhaps as comfortable as that 
Hof a peaſant in this country.” —Over theſe 


men has your philan thropy extended its pro- 


teQtidn; my clients therefore have juſt grounds 


W to them likewiſe. 


41 wy 
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Alter an 1 | eruſal of the foregoing 


* DX. 
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Gs 


letters, all 1 hope for, is, that you may have 


leiſure, for you will not want opportunity, in 


the courſe of the preſent ſeſſion, to urge the 


India Miniſter . to. ar an explicit declaration of 


his own. opinion upon their e #14 of 


t 19 * 


his intentions in. conſequence. ._ 3-21 75 Bs 


bun far from accuſing him, or the Court 
0 Directors, of wilful js or inattention, 


4 5 

Y to Ai appel of our Indian fellow fubjedts, 
wo or of diſregarding the duty of eſtabliſhing | 

the be eff method of  collefting the tribute From 
0 them. All I fear, is, that having called for | 
fra the opinion of thoſe profeff onal characters, 
from whom they had been taught to expect 
dhe beſt information; and particularly relying 
a upon the function given by the Governor 
= General, EARL CoRRwALLIs, to the mo- 
yo currery plan; that his Lordſhip and the 
aer f Board of Controul may have too readily 
nat adopted it, as the beſt which had been of- 
| fered for their choice ; without having them- 
inveſtigated it in all its branches, and 
the remote and immediate conſequehices\ which 
tt now appears "may be " NO. from 
ng reducing it to e eee . Goo 

| 0 hs? Set e eee eee ons gait * 
in lam FO miſtaken i in my opinion of Sir 
he Jous 'Sforxt's benevolence” and® be pom 
"of or he will have reflected ſeriouſly upon the 
a ſubje& of the firſt of theſe letters. I mY 
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: . "1 2 RES: not 
"Thy * Pombly it wity hav been! in ſome 4igros/tnltfiniatna}ines , | 
yards effeRing the laſt arrangement we haue beard of, "Which , W 
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not he will have folt the force of tho argu. Ml 01 
ments and-proofs it contained. At the ſame MI the 
time, the orders he is ſuppoſed to have car- 
ried out having been peremptory, and his  } 
conſent perhaps obtained for putting. them the 
into execution; his goodneſs of heart, and Ml vic 
conſciouſneſs of the nature of ſuch an en- tha 
gagement, may involve Sir Jon in a di- ſup 
lemma, and ſubject him to a ſevere conflict MI gur 
between public duty and private conviction. pov 
He canno — fo ied the; 
n n W | 
Ferit me hows to. tren your 1 
interceſſio n for immediate orders being tranſ- 
mitted to Bengal, that the final confirmation 
of the Mocurrery plan may be ſuſpended, 
during the whole remainder of the term ori- 
ginally ſtipulated for experiment of its effects, 
and that proper meaſures may be taken for 
inſtituting the moſt minute inquiry into the 
ts of " individual claſs of,  chimants 


to 


n 


3 
i ; * if 7 


E re department, 
| "ng mate of * n 


pily ſhelter me, under this addreſs, from the 
penn of having wilfully fought to en- 


6 423 
to landed property, and regulations Fond Gt 


their future n and relief.” 


0 an intimate perſonal dene a of 
the characters of Gentlemen in the Civil Ser- 
vice there, I entertain not a ſhadow of doubt 


that they will heſitate a moment in cordially 


ſupporting the principle of this eſſential mea- 
ſure, and in aſſiſting, to the utmoſt of their 
power, its ultimate ſucceſs : Government, 
therefore, will riſque nothing by ſuſpending 
the plan in queſtion, not even the appearance 
of invaſive. While, on the other hand, 

every poſſible miſchief (in-my conception at 
eat) is'to be apprehended from its —— 


> decifive confitmation. 


* w #7 7 


Your connexion” with Goretdiene, of ok 
ample fortune and conſequence in life ; and, 


above all, the zeal and ability you have ex- 


erted-in a ſimilar cauſe 5 while they ſet you 


above all danger of incurring the chagrin of I 


2 diſappointment in this application, may hap- 


ME: 
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enge. Government, by urging. the /public 
diſcuffion of a ſecond. queſtion of intricacy 
and embarraſſment, before Parliament has well 
got chi of: a former one. A queſtion, which 

ed produced a diſplay of the brighteſt 
abilities wi acuteneſs on both ſides of the 
Houſe; but has likewiſe . proved, that there 
are ſome political errors, which, if ſuffered 
to continue for any length of time, threaten 
little leis of miſchief in the retraction, than 


has been 1 from their inadvertently | 
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leſs champion of the ſooty natives of Africa, 
my clients alſo will have the 3 of 
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75 the ZEMINDARS, INDEPENDENT. . 

"ROOKDARfs and other ACTUAL PROPRIE- 
— — . — 

Revenue to Govern- 


of LAND paying 
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Bengal, Behar, and Oriſſa, paſſed for theſe 
Provinces reſpeQively on ths 18th September 
1769; Us the 2 2 Lin November 179, amd the 10th 


I | K * Io _ 


- 


. 


2 in the Provinces BN AL, BEAR, 


nial Settlement of the Public 5 of 


* 


| ( 128 ) 
| February. 1790, it was notified to the Pro- 


| d with « or on behalf of whom 
ttlement might be concluded, that the 


Jumma aſſeſſed upon their Lands under thoſe 
Regulations would be continued after the ex- 
piration of the ten years, and remain unalter- 
able for ever, provided ſuch Continuance 
ſhould meet with the approbation of the Ho- 
nourable Court of Directors for the Affairs of 


„ Rage ape 


„ ARTICLE a 


<a o * . 
; © af mY 6 * iP 
1435 » "4 * ” 5 i 


The Ne Coxnw AL Els, Knight of 
the Moft Noble Order. of the Garter, Gover- 
nor General in Council, now notifies f to all 
Zemindars, Independent Talookdars ,and other 

Proprieto ling Revenue to to 


Government, in the Provinces of Bengal, 
_— and Oriſſa, that he has been empow- 


| the Honourable Caurt « of Directors 


vet 8 
Ju 2 | # has Been 12 may 
be ARE upon their Lands ; 17255 the R Regu- 


ations Ts hentioned® ever. 
T latior E Wc 1 9 Tor i £2: Pr EY 


Tet 44" "ARTICLE 


( * ? 
© rr of ie I 


2 


. ar Ew - 


ina Gurney: Sib in e decds 
dingly declares to the Zemitidars, Independent 
Talookdars, and other actual Proprietors of 
Land, with or on behal om a | Settle= 
ment has been concluded under the Regula- 
bons above mentioned, that at the Expira- 
of ton of the Term of the Settlement, no alte- 
fe. ation will be made in the Aſſeſſinent which 
WH they have refpedtively engaged to pay; but 
that they and their heirs and lawful faccelfors 
will Wa. ay eltates at ſack 
— for ever. ye 3 


F Ny * 


* 8 * N * 10 wr” * * ' 
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e rer . ns 


nion Aan. ine * 4 * Fe f £3 5 74 . 


-The Lands of: ſome Ter 
dent. Talookdars, and —— 
of Land, having been held Khas, or let in 

aum, in Conſequence of their reſuſing to pay 
— An. Hig e eee ns 


K 
actual Proprietors of Land, whoſe Lands are i 6 


| Held Khas, ey IT be reſtored to the kf 
management of their Lands, upon their reſpe 
agreeing to the payment of the Aſſeſſmemt WM 
which has been or may be required of chen OP 
in conformity to the regulations abo 


tioned, and oak: no alteration thall after- 12 
05 and their beirs wa Jawful ſacceſſors. tu 155 
be permitted to hold their reſpective eſtates Lo 
at ſuch aſſeſſment for ever: and he , declares de 
to che Zemindars, r ente FT | 
Lands have 5 jet! in ange hey (all i 
Poſſeſſion of their Lands before the 
they have It 


been farmed (unleſs the Farmers ſhall volun- ſpend 
. 'conſent to make over to them the re- ¶ priete 
wing tem o their Leaſe, car e ts 


5 þ 1 


en which dy: 55 2 9 eſtabl 
reinſtated,” and that no theſe 
be malle in that WI mand 
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| K l 
; are I geſſment, but that they and their heirs and 
the awful ſucceſſors ſhall be allowed to hold their 
their 1 0 eſtates at Auch aſſeſſment. for ever. 


hem or” ART 1 CLE. V. 3985 
mo In the event of the Proprietory right in 
. Lands, that are, or may, become the property 
(hal of Government, being transferred to Indivi- 
* duals; ſuch I ndividuals, and their. heirs, and 
3 awful ſucceſſors, ſhall be permitted. to hold 
"Wi the Lands at the aſſeſſment at which the 

dars, A5 95 
ho m be We for ev ever. e 

1 R TIER 3 ee 
the . 


have Its well 1 the Zem W OY 
un- pendent- Talookdars, and other actual Pro- 
> re- ¶ prietors of Land. as well as to the Inhabi- 
ver- ant of Bengal, Behar, and Oriſſa in general, 

the that fror the earlieſt Times until the preſent 
period the Public aſſeſſment upon n ee, a 
has never been fixed, but that 4ccordi 1 
clibliſhed uſage and cuſtotn; the Rulers If 
theſe Provinces have from time to time de- 

1 an — of Aſſeſſment from the 


Py 3 


_— "_ 


—— —w 
5 N Proprietors 


ri ors of of Land, and that ber the Pur. Wo 

of o taining this increaſe, not only fre. that 
quent inveſtigations have been made to af. 
certain the actual produce of their Eſtates, 
but that it Fas been "the practice to deprive 


Bent 

Aſſe 

| then 
them of the management of their Lands, and unde 
cluſi 

nage 

will 

or 81 


either to let them in farm, or to appoint 
officers on the part of Government to colled 
the Aſſeſſment immediately from the Ryot, 
The Honourable Court of Directors conſider. 


ing theſe uſages and meaſures to be detri- 
mental to the proſperity of the Country, have, lic 4 
with a view to promote the future eaſe and i men! 


happineſs of the people, authoriſed the fore- 
| going declarations ; and the Zemindars, In- 
Epenten 'Talookdars, and other actual Pro- 
of Land, with or on behalf of whom 


+ 
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(65 a 
The Governor. 4 Coungil, truſts, 


Benefits; conferred, upon. them. by. the Public 
adefiment. being fixed for ever, will exert 
themſelves in the cultivation of their Lands 
under the certainty. that, they will enjoy ex- 
cluſively the fruits of their own good Ma- 
ugement and Induſtry, and that no Dem 
will ever be made upon them, or their Heirs 
Same e, bee, ets any future | 


pied Periods: whoa lever evaſion, and to 
conduct chemſelves 0G ns 


d ; obſery ide Datie is | 
returm. a for the Benin which chey will them 


. FS a 


only act in this manner themſelves toward: ll _ 
their Dependent” Taldokdars and Ryots, but 1. 
Wer din the ſtrieteſt adhe ence to * 


pelt to collect the Rents from them, 
further expects that without deviating 


| diſchirge the Receive dn all york and he 

igly notifies” to them that” in future 
or applicativis for” ſuſpenſions o 
ee e eben ef Rroaght, indien 
or e 2 calamity of ſeaſon will be attended belpl 
to, * chat in the event of uy Zemindar, 2 


— tia) poetic of them as may be 
_ fufficient'to' make good the arrear, r | 
) rac na: place. 0 

ARTICLE 


5 T7 
EIS # WE A 
8 ( 135 ) 
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7 0 prevent any emiſcontrudion of t the fore= 
going Articles, the Governor General in 
e thinks.it,neceflary. to. pages the fol- . 
wing declarations to the minen, Inde - 
— nt 4 Talookdars; and ether. 8 AAL J=. | | 
piers Of Lang. Ani 1080 VuR 20 21MIN : 
902-40. me I; < ch none any, 
ry Firſt, - 10 it beisg the duty of the 4 * 
Hp power: to proteSt al. cladles of people, and more 
Ws who. from: fituation are moſt 
5 telpleſs, the , Governor 


ro- Hach e as he — K neceffary 
for the Protec Wee — . —. 


5 un af the: 8 oil, mindar, 0 
nue dent Talookdar, or. other, actual Proprietor, 


5 Land, {hall be entitled on on thisaccount fo make de 3 
3 any objection to the. diſcharge of. the fixed, ed. 


64 


te Yadeſlment, which, they baye: e Fe 
| mew to Po. Tie cond ee 2 oy 


* 
5 E W 
4 
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P 
4 
f 
l 
. 
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er on chat accommt. 


S ro to BC Hel under i 
invalid” titles: | The Affen: fo impoſed 


a 


Szcond. The Governor General in Cour. il 2 
eil having on the 28th) July 1290, directed fl 1nd 
che Sayer Collections to be aboliſhed, a full I Pro 
nfatioh was granted” to the Proprieton in tl 


of Land, for the loſs ef revenue ſuſtained by entl 
eee r ptatigat Abolition, and any 
| dechres that if he ſhould after Wl ther 


unk it proper to re-eſtabliſh the” Sayer Col. I beef 


lections, or any other internal Puties, and men 


to appoint Officers on the part of Govern- iſ whic 
ment to colle& them, "no Proprietor of Lad 
will be admitted to any 
of, er be entitled to make any Claims 


J ale TIN 11 115 2 Ys BITE 211 F373! bo) 2 74 WIT; 


thr” of Land will be entitled” e pr will | 


of it. e » that 
Fa I : | "4 | \ . 5 ; a 


Fourth. The e. of thoſe Deminitsi — 
Inde e Talookdars, and other actual 
Proprietors of Land which h is declared 
in the fore egoing . Articles, is to be conſidered © 
entirely unconnected with and excluſive « 
my Allowances which have been made to 
them in the adjuſtment of their Jumma for 

| keeping up Tannahs or Police Eſtabliſh- 

and ments, and alſo of the produce of any Lands 

Verne which they may have been permitted to ap- . 
Land propriate for the fame purpoſe; and the G- 

nerd vernor General in Council reſerves to himſelf „ 
5 for the option of reſuming the whole or part. of 

, "WY fch Allowances: or produce of ſuch Lands 

_ 1 BF xccording/ as he may think proper in conſe- 

Wh quence of his having exonerated the Froprie- 

tors of Land from the charge of keepi Pecan the 
Ie es 


appointed Officers on the part of 
Government to ſuperintend the Police of the 
Country. The Governor General in Council 
however declares that the Allowances or Pro- 
c r 
part I will be appropriated to no other purpoſe but 
dat of defraying the expence of the Police, | 
Wed ay instructions will the ſent to the Col- 
urth, 85 "07 Ore. 3 


+ « 138 ) : 
leQtors. not. to add ſuch Allowances or the 
Produce of ſuch Lands to the Jumma of the 


Proprietors of Land, but to collect the amount 
from Wee ſeparately, 


© Fifth. Nothing 3 . 


of the ſeveral deſcriptions of diſqualified Pro- 
prietors ſpecified in, the firſt Article of the 
Regulations regarding diſqualified Land-hold- 

ers paſſed on the 15th. July 1791, liable to 
ſale for any Arrears which haye accrued or 
may accrue on the fixed Jumma that has been 
or may be Aſſeſſed upon their Lands under 
the above mentioned Regulations for the de- 
-  cennial Settlement, provided that ſuch Arrears 
have accrued or may accrue during the time 

that they have been or may be diſpoſſeſſed of 
the management of their Lands under the ſaid 
Regulations of the 15th July 1791. It is to 
de underſtood however that whenever all or 
any of the deſcriptions of diſqualified Land- 
- holders ſpecified in the firſt article of the Jaſt 
* . * be DE to 


aſſume 


5 ſhall be conſtrued to render the Lands 


if 1996-7) 


aſfume or retain the management of their 


Lands in conſequence of the ground of their 
diſqualification no longer exiſting, or of the 
Governor General in Council diſpenſing with, 
altering, or aboliſhing thoſe Regulations, the 
Lands of ſuch Proprietors will be held re- 
ſponſible for the payment of the fixed Jumma 
that has been or may be aſſeſſed thereon from 
the time that the management may de volve 
upon them, i in the ſame manner as the Lands 
of all actual Proprietors of Land who are de- 

d qualified for the Management of their 
Eſtates, and alſo of all actual Proprietors 


who are unqualified for ſuch Management by 


natural or other diſabilities. but do not come 
within the deſcriptions of diſqualified Land- 
holders ſpecified in the firſt Article of the 
Regulations of the 15th July 1791, are and 
will be held anſwerable for any Arrears that 
are or may become due from them on the 
fred Jumma which they or any perſons on 
their behalf have engaged or may engage to 
pay under the above-mentioned Re ane 
for the Decennial Settlement. RE 


= ARTICLE vim. 


That no doubt may be ente a 
Proprietors of Land are entitled under the 

_ , "@xiſiting Regulations to diſpoſe of their Eſtates 
v without the previous fanQtion of Government, 
| the Governor General in ' Council notifies to 
the Zemindars, Independent Talookdars, and 
other Actual Proprietors of Land that it they 
are privileged to transfer to whomfoever they 
may think proper by Sale, Gift, or otherwiſe, 
their proprietory rights in the whole or any 
portion of their reſpective Eſtates without 
applying to Government for its Sauction 
to the Transfer, and that all ſuch Transfers 
will be held valid, provided that they be con- 
| formable to the Mahornedan or the Hindoo 
Laws (according as the religious perſuaſions 
1 of the parties to each Tranſaction may render 
the validity of it determinable by the former 
. or the latter Code) and that they be not re- 
pugnant to any Regulations now in force, 
Which have been paſſed by the Britiſh Admi- 
| niſtrations. or to any * that they 


— 


ARIS LE 


ARTICLE IX. 


From the limitation of the Public Demand 
upbn the Lands, the neat income, and con- 
quently the value (independent of nas 
of rent obtainable by improvements) of any 
landed Property for the Aﬀeſſment on Which 


a diſtinct Engagement has been or may be 


entered into between Government and the 
Proprietor, or that may be ſeparately aſſeſſed, 
although included in one engagement with - 
other Eſtates belonging to the fame Proprie- 
tor, and which may be offered for public or 
private Sale entire, will always be aſcertain- 
able by a Compariſon of the Amount of the 
fired Jumma affeſſed upon it (which agrea- 
bly to the foregoing declarations. is to remain 
unalterable for ever to whomſoever the Pro- 
perty may be transferred) with the whole of 
its Produce, allowing for the charges of 
management, But it is alſo eſſential that a 
notification ſhould be made of the principles 
upon which the fixed Aﬀetiment charged 
upon any fuch Eſtate will be apportioned on 


the ſeveral Diviſions of it in the event of the 


. whole 


whole of it being iid by public o 
private Sale, or otherwiſe, in two or more 
lats, or of a portion of it being ſo transferred 
in one or in two or more lots, or of its being 


joint property, and a diviſion of it being 
- made amongſt the Proprietors ; otherwiſe, 


| from the want of a declared rule for eſtima. 
ting the proportion of the fixed Jumma, 


with which the ſeveral ſhares would be 
chargeable in ſuch caſes, the real value of 
| each ſhare would be uncertain, and conſe- 
- quently the benefits expected to reſult from 


1 5 fixing the Public Aſſeſſment upon the lands 
would be but partially obtained. The Go- 


vernor General in Council has accordingly 
preſcribed the following rules for apportion- 
ing the fixed Aſſeſſment in the ſeveral caſes 
above-mentioned ; but as Goyernment might 
ſuſtain a conſiderable loſs of Revenue by diſ- 
proportionate allotments of the aſſeſſment 
Were the apportioning of it in any of the caſes 
above ſpecified to be left to the Proprietors, 
he requires that all ſuch transfers or diviſions 


5 as may be made by the private act of the 


| parties themſelves be notified to the 1 


« wy) 

of the Revelive of the Zillah in which the 
lands may be ſituated, or ſuch other officer 

as Government may in future preſcribe, in 
order that the fixed Jumma aſſeſſed upon the - 
whole Eſtate may be apportioned on the ſe- 
veral ſhares in the manner hereafter directed, | 
and that the names of the Proprietors of each 
ſhare, and the Jumma charged thereon, may 

be entered upon the Public Regiſters, and 

that ſe parate engagements for the payment of 
che Jumma aſſeſſed upon each ſhare may be 
executed by the Proprietors,. who will thence- 
forward be conſidered as Actual Proprietors - - 
of Land. And the Governor General in 
Council declares, that if the parties to ſuch 
transfers or diviſions ſhall omit to notify them 

to the Collector of the Revenue of the Zil- 
lah, or ſuch other officer as may be hereafter 
preſcribed, - for the purpoſes before - men- 
tioned, the whole of ſuch Eſtate will be held 
reſponſible to Government for the diſcharge 

of the fixed Jumma aſſeſſed upon it in the | 
ſame manner, as if no ſuch transfer or divi- 
ſion had ever taken place. The Governor 
han in n Council thinks it neceſſary further 
2 „ 


1 in 8 ind OW 

ana: in this Article (which are con- 
- formable to the principles of the exiſting 
Regulations) that if any Zemindar, Inde- 
pendent Talookdar, or other actual Proprietor 

of Land, ſhall diſpoſe of a portion of his or 
her Lands as a Dependent Talook, the Jums 
ma: which may be ſtipulated to be paid by 
the dent Talookdar will not be entered 
ne Records of Government, nor wil 
the transfer except Juch Lands from being 
anſwerable in common with the remainder 
of the Eſtate for che payment of the Publie 
Revenue aſſeſſed upon the whole of it in 
. . the event of the Proprietor, or. his: or her 

© heirs or ſucceſſors. falling in arrear from any. 
cauſe whatever, nor will it be allowed in any 
ment any more m_ _ * ue an 
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Fin. In the event of the whole af the 
Lands.of a Zemindar, Independent Talook- | 
+ dar, or other actual Proprietor of Land, with 
E an behalf of wham a ſettlement: has _ 


or 


dove mentioned, being expoſed to „ public 
le by the order of the Goyernor General in 
Council for the diſcharge of arrears of aſſeſſ- 
ment, or in conſequence of the deciſion of 
Court of Juſtice, in two or more lots, the 
afſeflment upon each lot ſhall be fixed at an 
amount which ſhall bear the ſame proportion 

to its actual produce as the fixed aſſeſſment 

upon the whole of the Lands ſold may bear 

to the whole of their actual produce. This 

produce ſhall be aſcertained in the mode that 

is or may be preſoribed-by the exiſting. Re- 
zulations, or ſuch other Regulations as the _ 
Governor General in Council may hereafter 


oe adopt, and the purchaſer or purchaſers of 
ny buch lands, and his, or her, or their heiry 
n+ and lawful ſueceſſors, ſhall hald them at the 


jumma at wen ** may he ſo n, | 


for eyer, 


* 


- 


See, When. Foce of the La _— 
Zemindar, Independent Talookdar, or other 

actual Proprietor of Land, with or on-behalf © 

of whom a {etchament. bes bean gr u he 

l — 8 concluded 


my 


k- 


4.2» 
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 eoncluded under "the Regulations tate, 
mentioned, ſhall be expoſed to public (ls 


| by order of the Governor General in Counci 
for the liquidation of arrears of aſſeſſment, 
or purſuant to the deciſion of a Court of Juf. 
tice, the aſſeſſment upon ſuch Lands, if dif. 
- Poſed of in one lot, ſhall be fixed at an 
amount which ſhall bear the ſame propor- 
tion to their actual produce, as the fixed 
aſſeſſment upon the whole of the Lands of 
ſuch Proprietor, including thoſe diſpoſed of, 
may bear to the whole of their actual pro- 
duce. If the Lands fold ſhall be diſpoſed 
of i in two or more lots, the aſſeſſment upon 
euch lot ſhall be fixed at an amount which 
hall bear the fame proportion to its aQual 
produce, as the fixed aſſeſſment upon the 
- whole of the Lands of ſuch Proprietor, in- 
cluding thoſe fold, may bear to the whole of 
their actual produce. The actual produce of 
the whole of the Lands of ſuch Proprietor, 
whether the portion of them which. may be 
- fold, be diſpoſed of in one or in two or more 
lots, ſhall be aſcertained in the mode that is 


oer may be preſcribed. by the exiſting Regu- 


lations, 


N | 
tions, or ſuch other Regulations as the 
Governor General in Council may hereafter 


ſoch Lands, and his, or her, or their heirs 


at the Jumma at which they may be ſo pur- 


an chaſed, for ever; and the remainder of the 
or- Public Jumma, which will conſequently be 
ned payable by the former Proprietor of the 
of whole Eſtate, on acccount of the portion of 
*of, it that may be left in his or her poſſeſſion, 1 

pro- mil continue T for ever. 

oſed L 
pon Third.” When a — E 

hich Talookdar, or other Actual Proprietor of 
tual Land, with or on behalf of whom a ſettle- 

the ment has been or may be concluded, ſhall. 

in- transfer the whale of his or Fer Eſtate in 
e of Wi to or more diſtinct portions to two or more 
e of Wi perſons, or a portion thereof to one perſon, 

tor, or to two or more perſons in joint property, 

be by private fale, gift or otherwiſe, the Aſſeſſ- 

nore ment upon each diſtindt portion of ſuch 

at i; . Eftate fo transferred, ſhall be fixed at an 
gu- 


ee 
1 dion 


enat, and the purchaſer or purchaſers of 


or ſucceflors, will be allowed to hold them 


Y 


* 


te whole of its actual produce, This pro. 


» * ; f 4; 


or may be preſcribed in the exiſting Regul. 


ment may hereaſter adopt, and the Perſon o 


for ever: and (where only a portion of ſuch 
| Eſtate ſhall be transferred) the remainder d 
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din ts its bel produce, ab the Aﬀedine 
upon the whole of the Eſtate of the trans. 
ferring Proprietor, of which the whole ora 
portion may be ſo transferred, may bear i 


duce ſhall be aſcertained in the mode that is 


tions, or ſuch other Regulations' as Govern. 


Perſons to whom ſuch Lands may be trans. 
ferred, and his, or her, or their heirs and 
lawful ſucceſſors, ſhall hold them at the 
Jumma at which they may be fo transferred, 


the Public Jumma which will conſequenth 
be payable by the former Proprietor of the 
whole Eſtate on account of the Lands that 


may remain in his or her poſſeſſion ſhall be 
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cone the: jos: property of cer er tdi, 
perſons, the Aſſoſfnent upon each ſfhatm 
hall be fixed at an amount which ſhall bear 
the ſame proportion to its actual produce, - ay 

tle fed Jumma aſſeſſod upon the whole 
o the Eſtate divided, may bear to the whole 
of its actual produce. This produce ſhall b 
icertained in the mode that is or my be 
abe by the exiſting Regulations, or ſick 


* Conneit: way hetenſter adopt, Po the 
rere and their Heirs" and luvful Succoflbre 
ſhall hold their reſpective Shares at the Jum 
m which * ſo * 
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ting the adjufttment of the Aſſeffinent on the © 
Lands of Zemindars, Independent Talooks © 

dars, and'other"Adual- ' Proprietors of Eand, | 2 
whoſe Lands are or may be held Khas of ter py 
in Farm, in the event of their being diſpoſed 
of by public fate,” or transferred by any pri- 
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joint property, nn takin 


in Farm, ſhall be expoſed to public ſale, in 
dne or in two or more lots, [purſuant to the 
deeree of a Court of Juſtice, ſuch Lands, i 

|  Khas, ſhall be diſpoſed of at. whatever Af. 


" Purchaſers of ſuch Lands, and his or her or 


their Heirs and lawful Succeffors ſhall hold 
the Lands at the Aſſeſſment at which they 


n the Fare Ors. 


"Pap. . ora eden "a 
a of 'a Zemindar, Independent Talook- 
dar, or other Actual Proprietor of Land, 
who may not have agreed to the payment 
of the Aſſeſſment propoſed to him or her un. 
der the Regulations above-mentioned, and 
Whoſe Lands are or may be held Khas, or let 


ſefiment the Governor General in Council 
may deem equitable, and the Purchaſer ot 


may be ſo purchaſed for ever. If the Lands, 


at the time of their being expoſed to ſile, Ser 
ſhall be held in Farm, and ſhall be put up in I bokd 
one or in two or more lots, they ſhall be diſ- WM whoſe 
1 poſed of under the following Conditions. I in Fa 
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luring the unexpired; part of the term of the. 

lkaſe of the Farmer, whatever ſuch Proprie- 
tor Ry have. been entitled to receive in vir- 
we of his or her Proprietory Rights on 
accounts of the Lands fo purchaſed, and ſuch 
Purchaſer or Purchaſers ſhall engage to pay 
at the expiration of the leaſe of the Farmer 
ſuch Aſſeſſment on account of the Lands as 
Government may deem equitable. The ſum - 
to'be received by the Purchaſer or Purchaſers 
during the unexpired part of the term of the 
o the kaſe of the Farmer, and the Jumma to be 
Is, M paid by ſuch Purchaſer or Purchaſers after the 
Af. {WM expiration: of the leaſe, ſhall be ſpecified” at 
uncil I the time of the fale, and ſuch Purchaſer -or 
er of WY Purchaſers, and his or her or their Heirs and 
er of i lawful Succeſſors, ſhall be allowed to/ hold the 
hold WM Lands at the Afefiinent at which they * 
they Wl be fo purchaſed for ever. 
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2 er lands in one, or in two or more lotz, 
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3 ſhall be entitled 10 
1 ive from Government (if the Lands are 
* d Ras) or from the Farmer (if the Lands 
tolet in Farm) the Maliconnah to which the 
e Lands fo transferred. The Purchaſer ot 
 pehident Talookdare, or other Actual Proprie- 
tors of Land mentioned in the fourth Article, 
pay the Aſſoſſment required: of them under 
the befere- mentioned Regulations for the 
Decennial Settlement, arid the declarations 
contained in that Article are to be held 
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fourth Article, whoſe Lands have been let 
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their Having refuſed to pay the Aﬀeſſinent 
required of them under the before: 
Regulations for the Decennial Settlement, 
' and the declarations contained in thar Article 
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ARTICLE I. 
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The Governor General in Council avails 
himſelf of this opportunity to notify to the 
Zemindars, Independent Talookdars, and 
other Actual Proprietors of Land, as well as 
to all other deſcriptions of perſons, that it 
is his intention forthwith to eſtabliſh Courts 
of Juſtice throughout the country * upon 
ſuch principles as will put it out of the power 
of individuals to injure each other with im- 
punity, and- prevent the officers of Govern- 
ment from infringing the rights and property 
of a © 'of —_ inhabitants of theſe Provinces, 
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